STATE  LIBRARY  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 


3 0144 


00287631  6 


IN  REMEMBRANCE 


OF 


ANN  EMLEN,  Jun. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  201 6 with  funding  from 

This  project  Is  made  possible  by  a grant  from  the  Institute  of  Museum  and  Library  Services  as  administered  by  the  Pennsylvania  Department  of  Education  through  the  Office  of  Commonwealth  Libraries 


httpsy/archlve.org/detalls'someaccountoftorOOashb 


THE  LIFE 


OF 


ELIZABETH  ASHBRIDGE, 

WIFE  OF  AARON  ASHBRIDGE. 

OF  GOSHEN,  CHESTER  COUNTY,  PA. 


Kept  by  the  Power  of  God:  I Peter  i,  5. 


* 

PRINTED  FOR  C.  C.  C. 


BY 


PAUL  C.  STOCKHAUSEN, 

PHILADELPHIA, 

1886. 

& 


1 i-u  i'?( 

HOUSE.  BOSTON 


• lu  2 1688 

S 

o \ S *1  t ip 

r)^  3 s k?. 


SOME  ACCOUNT 

OF  THE  FOREPART  OF  THE 


LIFE 


OF 

ELIZABETH  ASH  BRIDGE, 

WHO  DEPARTED  THIS  LIFE,  IN  TRUTH’S  SERVICE, 
AT  THE  HOUSE  OF  ROBERT  LECKY,  IN  THE 
COUNTY  OF  CARLOW,  IRELAND, 

THE  l6TH,  5 MO.,  1755. 


WRITTEN  BY  HER  OWN  HAND. 


PRINTED  FOR  C.  C.  C. 

BY 


PAUL  C.  STOCKHAUSEN, 

PHILADELPHIA, 

1886. 


LIFE 


OF 

ELIZABETH  ASHBRIDGE. 


My  life  being  attended  with  many  uncom- 
mon occurrences,  some  of  which  I thro’  dis- 
obedience brought  on  myself,  and  others  I 
believe  were  for  my  good:  I therefore  thought 
proper  to  make  some  remarks  on  the  dealings 
of  Divine  goodness  to  me;  having  often  had 
cause  with  David  to  say,  “ It  is  good  for  me 
that  I have  been  afflicted,”  etc.  And  most 
earnestly  I desire  that  whoever  reads  the  fol- 
lowing lines  may  take  warning  and  shun  the 
evils  that  I have,  through  the  deceitfulness  of 
Satan,  been  drawn  into. 

To  begin  with  my  beginning:  I was  born 
in  Middlewich  in  Cheshire  in  the  year  1713, 
of  honest  parents;  my  father  was  a surgeon; 
his  name  was  Thomas  Sampson,  my  mother’s 
name  was  Mary. 


My  father  was  a man  that  bore  a good 
character,  but  not  so  strictly  religious  as  my 
mother,  who  was  a pattern  of  virtue  to  me. 
I was  the  only  child  of  my  father,  but  my 
mother  had  two  by  a former  husband,  viz.,  a 
son  and  a daughter. 

Soon  after  my  birth  my  father  took  to  the 
sea  and  followed  his  profession  on  board  in 
many  long  voyages;  till  I was  arrived  to  the 
ageol  twelve  years,  and  then  left  off.  So  that 
my  education  lay  mostly  on  my  mother,  in 
which  she  discharged  her  duty  by  endeavoring 
to  instil  into  me,  in  my  tender  age,  the  prin- 
ciples of  virtue,  for  which  I have  since  had 
cause  to  be  thankful  to  the  Lord  that  He  blest 
me  with  such  a parent,  whose  good  advice 
and  counsel  to  me  has  been  as  bread  cast 
upon  the  waters,  etc.  May  all  parents  have 
the  same  testimony  in  their  childrens’  breasts. 

In  a word,  she  was  a good  example  to  those 
about  her,  and  beloved  by  most  that  knew 
her  tho’  not  of  the  same  religious  persuasion 
I now  am  of  ) but  alas  for  me!  as  soon  as  the 
time  came  that  she  might  reasonably  have  ex- 
pected the  benefit  of  her  labors  and  have  had 
comfort  in  me,  I left  her,  of  which  I shall 
speak  in  its  place. 


In  my  very  infancy  I had  an  awful  regard 
to  religion  and  a great  love  for  religious 
people,  particularly  the  ministers,  and  some- 
times wept  with  sorrow  that  I was  not  a boy 
that  I might  have  been  one,  believing  them 
all  good  men  and  so  beloved  of  God. 

I also  had  a great  love  for  the  poor,  re- 
membering I had  read  that  they  were  blessed 
of  the  Lord;  this  I took  to  mean  such  as 
were  poor  in  this  world ; I often  went  to  their 
poor  cottages  to  see  them,  and  used  to  think 
they  were  better  off  than  me,  and  if  I had 
any  money  or  any  thing  else,  I would  give  it 
them,  remembering  the  saying,  that  those 
that  gave  to  such  lent  to  the  Lord,  for  1 had 
when  very  young  earnest  desires  to  be  be- 
loved by  Him,  and  used  to  make  some  re- 
marks on  those  who  pretended  to  religion, 
and  when  I have  heard  those  called  gentle- 
men swear  it  made  me  sorry,  for  my  mother 
told  me  if  I used  any  naughty  words  God 
would  not  love  me. 

As  I grew  up  I took  notice  there  were  sev- 
eral different  religious  societies,  when  I often 
went  alone  and  wept,  with  desires  that  I might 
be  directed  to  the  right. 
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Ilius  my  young  years  were  attended  with 
these  and  such  like  tender  desires,  tho  I 
was  sometimes  guilty  of  faults  incident  to 
children,  but  then  I always  found  something 
in  me  that  made  me  sorry. 

from  my  infancy  till  fourteen  years  of  age, 
I believe  I was  as  innocent  as  most  children, 
about  which  time  my  sorrows  began,  and  had 
continued  toi  the  most  part  of  my  life  ever 
since,  by  giving  away  to  a foolish  passion  in 
setting  my  affections  on  a young  man  who 
courted  me  without  my  parents’  consent  till 
I consented,  and  with  sorrow  of  heart  may 
say;  I suffered  myself  to  be  carried  off  in  the 
night,  and  before  my  parents  found  me  I 
was  married,  tho’  as  soon  as  they  missed  me 
all  possible  search  was  made,  but  all  in  vain, 
till  too  late  to  recover  me. 

This  precipitate  action  plunged  me  into  a 
deal  of  sorrow.  I was  soon  smote  with  re- 
morse for  thus  leaving  my  parents,  whose 
light  it  was  to  have  disposed  of  me  to  their 
consent,  or  at  least  to  have  been  consulted  in 
the  affair. 

I was  soon  chastized  for  my  disobedience. 
Divine  Providence  let  me  see  my  error.  In 
five  months’  time  I was  stript  of  the  darling  of 
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my  soul,  and  left  a disconsolate  young  widow; 
had  then  no  home  to  fly  to;  my  husband  was 
a stocking  weaver,  and  my  father  was  so  dis- 
pleased that  he  would  do  nothing  for  me. 

My  dear  mother  had  some  compassion  and 
used  to  keep  me  amongst  the  neighbors.  At 
last  by  her  advice  I went  over  to  Dublin  to  a 
relation  of  hers,  in  hopes  that  absence  would 
regain  my  father’s  affections,  but  he  continued 
inflexible  and  would  not  send  for  me  home, 
and  I dare  not  return  without  his  permission. 

This  relation  was  one  of  the  people  called 
Quakers,  his  conduct  was  so  different  from 
the  manner  of  my  education  (which  was  in 
the  way  of  the  Church  of  England, ) proved 
very  disagreeable  to  me;  for  tho’  as  I have 
said  I had  a religious  education,  yet  I was 
allowed  to  sing  and  dance,  which  my  cousin 
disallowed  of:  and  having  a great  vivacity  in 
my  natural  disposition,  could  not  bear  to  give 
way  to  the  gloomy  sense  of  sorrow  and  con- 
victions, therefore  let  it  have  the  wrong  effect. 
So  gave  up  to  be  more  wild  and  airy  than  ever, 
for  which  he  often  reproved  me;  but  then  I 
thought,  as  many  now  do  of  this  society,  that 
it  was  the  effect  of  singularity,  and  therefore 
could  not  bear  it  to  be  controled. 
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And  having  a distant  relation  in  the  west 
of  Ireland,  left  Dublin  and  went  thither,  and 
here  I might  take  my  swing,  for  what  ren- 
dered disagreeable  to  the  former  was  quite 
pleasing  to  the  latter;  between  these  two  re- 
lations I spent  three  years  and  three  months. 

While  I was  in  Ireland,  I contracted  an  in- 
timate acquaintance  with  a widow  and  her 
daughter  that  were  Papists,  with  whom  I used 
to  have  a deal  of  discourse  about  religion. 
They  in  defense  of  their  faith  and  I ol  mine. 
And  tho’  I then  was  wild,  yet  it  made  me 
very  thoughtful.  1 he  old  woman  would  tell 
me  of  such  mighty  miracles  done  by  their 
priests,  that  I began  to  be  shaken,  and  thought 
that  il  these  things  were  so,  they  must  of  a 
truth  be  the  apostles’  successors. 

The  old  woman  perceived  it  and  one  day 
in  a rapture  said,  Oh  ! if  I can  under  God  be 
the  happy  instrument  to  convert  you  to  the 
holy  Catholic  faith,  all  the  sins  that  ever  I 
committed  will  be  forgiven. 

In  a while  it  got  so  far  that  the  priest  came 
to  converse  with  me;  and  I being  young  and 
in  judgment  weak,  was  ready  to  believe  what 
they  said;  and  wild  as  I was,  it  cost  me  many 
tears,  with  desires  that  I might  be  directed 
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rightly.  For  some  time  I frequented  their 
place  of  worship,  but  none  of  my  relations 
knew  what  was  the  motive. 

At  length  I concluded  never  to  be  led  darkly 
into  their  belief.  If  their  articles  of  faith  be 
good  they’ll  never  be  against  my  knowing 
them.  Therefore  the  next  time  I had  an  op- 
portunity with  the  priest  1 told  him  1 had 
some  thoughts  of  becoming  one  of  his  flock, 
but  did  not  care  to  join,  till  I knew  all  that  I 
must  agree  to,  therefore  desired  to  see  their 
principles.  He  answered,  I must  first  confess 
my  sins  to  him,  which  I was  not  much  against, 
having  done  nothing  (if  all  the  world  knew) 
that  any  could  hurt  me  for,  and  if  what  this 
man  says  be  true,  it  will  be  for  my  good.  So 
when  he  came  again,  I told  him  all  that  I 
could  remember;  which  for  my  part  I thought 
bad  enough;  but  he  thought  me  as  he  said, 
the  most  innocent  creature  that  ever  made 
confession  to  him. 

When  I had  done,  he  took  a book  out  and 
read  all  which  I was  to  swear  to,  if  I joined 
with  them;  and  tho’  young  made  my  remarks 
as  he  went  on;  but  I shall  neither  give  myself 
the  trouble  of  writing,  nor  any  of  reading,  a 
detail  of  the  ridiculous  stuff  it  contained. 
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But  what  made  me  sick  of  my  new  intention 
( I believe  I should  have  swallowed  the  rest) 

I was  to  swear  I believed  the  Pretender  to  be 
the  true  heir  to  the  crown  of  England,  and 
that  he  was  King  James’s  son.  Also  that 
whosoever  died  out  of  the  pale  of  the  Church 
was  damned.  As  to  the  first,  I did  not  be- 
lieve it  essential  to  salvation,  whether  I be- 
lieved it  or  not,  and  to  take  an  oath  to  any 
such  thing  would  be  very  unsafe.  And  the 
second  struck  directly  against  charity,  which 
the  apostle  preferred  before  all  other  graces  : 
and  besides  I had  a religious  mother  who 
was  not  of  that  opinion.  I thought  it  there- 
fore barbarous  in  me  to  believe  she  would  be 
damned  : yet  I concluded  to  take  it  into  con- 
sideration but  before  I saw  him  again  a sudden 
turn  took  hold,  which  put  a final  end  to  it. 

My  father  still  keeping  me  at  such  a dis- 
tance, I thought  myself  quite  shut  out  of  his 
affections,  and  therefore  concluded  since  my 
absence  was  most  agreeable  he  should  have  it. 

And  getting  acquainted  with  a gentlewoman 
lately  come  from  Pennsylvania  (and  was  going 
back  again ) where  I had  an  uncle,  my  mother’s 
brother,  I soon  agreed  with  her  for  my  passage 
and  being  ignorant  of  the  nature  of  an  inden- 
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ture,  soon  became  bound,  tho’  in  a private 
manner  for  fear  of  being  discovered,  tho’  this 
was  contrarv  to  law. 

As  soon  as  this  was  over  she  invited  me  to 
go  see  the  vessel  I was  to  go  in,  to  which  I 
readily  consented,  not  knowing  what  would 
follow;  and  when  I came  on  board  I found  a 
young  woman  I afterwards  understood  was  of 
a very  good  family,  whom  this  creature  had 
deluded  away : I was  extremely  pleased  to 
think  I should  have  such  an  agreeable  com- 
panion, and  while  we  were  in  discourse  our 
kidnapper  left  us  and  went  ashore,  and  when 
I wanted  to  go  was  not  permitted.  Here  I was 
kept  near  three  weeks,  when  the  other  young 
woman’s  friends  found  her  out  and  fetched  her 
away,  by  which  means  mine  found  me,  and 
sent  the  water  bailiff  who  took  me  on  shore 
also.  Our  gentlewoman  was  forced  to  keep 
incog,  or  she  would  have  been  laid  fast. 

I was  kept  close  for  two  weeks,  but  at  last 
found  means  to  get  away,  for  I was  so  filled 
with  the  thoughts  of  coming  to  America, 
could  not  give  it  out.  And  one  day  meeting 
with  the  Captain,  I enquired  when  they  sailed  ? 
he  told  me;  I got  on  board  and  came  in  the 
same  ship,  and  I have  had  cause  to  believe 
there  was  a Providential  hand  in  it. 
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There  were  sixty  Irish  servants  on  board 
(I  came  now  unindented ) and  several  English 
passengers,  but  not  one  of  them  understood 
Irish  but  myself;  I had  taken  no  small  pains 
to  learn  it,  and  could  understand  so  much  as 
to  discover  anything  they  discoursed  upon, 
which  was  of  great  service  to  us  all. 

There  was  also  on  board,  the  gentlewoman 
before  mentioned,  and  a young  man  her  hus- 
band’s brother.  ( Twenty  of  those  servants 
belonged  to  her)  while  we  were  on  the  coast 
of  Ireland,  for  the  winds  kept  us  there  some 
weeks,  I overheard  those  creatures  contriving 
how  they  should  be  free  when  they  came  to 
America:  to  accomplish  the  design,  they  con- 
cluded to  rise  and  kill  the  ship’ s crew  and  all 
the  English  on  board  ; and  the  above  men- 
tioned young  man  was  to  navigate  the  vessel. 
The  same  night  I discovered  their  barbarous 
design  privately,  and  the  Captain  let  the 
English  know  it. 

The  next  day  they  bore  for  the  shore,  and 
some  small  distance  off  the  cove  of  Cork, 
lowered  sail  and  dropt  anchor,  under  pretence 
the  wind  was  not  fair  to  stand  their  course: 
hoisted  out  the  boat,  invited  the  passengers 
to  go  on  shore  to  divert  themselves,  and 


amongst  the  rest  the  rebels’  Captain;  he  went, 
which  was  all  they  wanted,  as  soon  as  he  was 
ashore,  the  rest  left  him  and  came  on  board. 

Our  Captain  immediately  ordered  to  weigh 
anchor  and  hoist  sail,  but  there  were  great 
outcries  for  the  young  man  on  shore:  the 
Captain  told  them  the  wind  freshened  and  he 
would  not  stay  for  his  own  son.  So  their 
treachery  was  betrayed  in  good  time  and  in 
such  a manner  as  they  did  not  mistrust  it  ; 
for  it  was  thought  most  advisable  to  keep  it 
private,  lest  any  of  them  should  do  me  a 
mischief : but  at  last  they  found  out  that  I 
understood  Irish,  by  my  smiling  at  an  Irish 
story  they  were  telling,  and  from  that  time 
they  devised  many  ways  to  hurt  me,  and 
several  of  them  were  corrected  and  put  in 
irons  for  it. 

In  nine  weeks  from  the  time  I left  Dublin, 
we  arrived  at  New  York,  viz.:  on  the  15th 
jmo.  1732.  And  then  those  to  whom  I had 
been  instrumental  under  Providence,  to  pre- 
serve life  ; proved  treacherous  to  me.  I was 
a stranger  in  a strange  land. 

The  Captain  got  an  indenture  wrote,  de- 
manded of  me  to  sign  it,  withal  threatening  a 
goal  if  I refused.  I told  him  I could  find 


means  to  satisfy  for  my  passage  without  being 
bound.  I hey  then  told  me  I might  take  my 
choice,  either  to  sign  that,  or  have  that  I had 
signed  in  Ireland  in  force  against  me.  ( By  this 
time  I had  learned  the  character  of  the  afore- 
said woman,  that  she  was  a vile  creature,  and 
lea  red  that  il  ever  I was  in  her  power  she 
would  use  me  ill  on  her  brother’s  account)  I 
therefore  in  fright  signed  that,  and  tho’  there 
was  no  magistrate  present,  I being  ignorant 
in  such  cases,  it  did  well  enough  to  make  me 
n.  servant  lor  four  years. 

In  two  weeks’  time  I was  sold,  and  were  it 
possible  to  convey  in  characters,  a sense  of 
the  sufferings  of  my  servitude,  ’twould  make 
the  most  stony  heart  pity  the  misfortunes  of  a 
young  creature  as  I was,  who  had  a tender 
( ducation.  h or  tho’  my  father  had  no  great 
estate,  yet  lived  well  ; and  I had  been  used 
to  little  but  my  school  ; but  now  it  had  been 
better  for  me  if  I had  been  brought  up  to 
more  hardships. 

h or  a while  at  first  I was  pretty  well  used, 
but  in  a little  time  the  scale  turned,  occasioned 
.by  a difference  that  happened  between  my 
master  and  me,  wherein  I was  innocent;  from 
that  time  he  set  himself  against  me  and  was 
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inhuman  ; he  would  not  suffer  me  to  have 
clothes  to  be  decent  in,  having  to  go  on  toot 
in  his  service  in  the  snowy  weather,  and  the 
meanest  drudgery,  wherein  I suffered  the  ut- 
most hardships  that  my  body  was  able  to  bear, 
which  with  the  aforesaid  troubles  had  like  to 
have  been  my  ruin  to  all  Eternity  had  not 
Almighty  God  in  mercy  interposed. 

My  master  would  seem  to  be  a very  religious 
man,  taking  the  Sacrament,  (so  called)  used 
to  pray  every  night  in  his  family  except  when 
his  prayer  book  was  lost  ; for  he  never  prayed 
without  it  that  I knew  of. 

The  aforesaid  difference  was  of  such  a kind 
that  it  made  me  sick  of  his  religion  ; for  tho’ 

I had  but  little  myself,  yet  I had  an  idea  what 
sort  of  people  they  should  be  that  were  so. 

At  length  the  old  enemy  by  his  insinuations 
made  me  believe  there  was  no  such  thing  as 
religion,  and  that  the  convictions  I had  felt 
from  my  infancy  were  no  other  than  the  preju- 
dices of  education ; which  convictions  were 
at  times  so  strong  that  I have  gone  alone  and 
fallen  with  my  face  on  the  ground,  crying  for 
mercy:  but  now  I began  to  be  hardened,  and 
for  some  months  I dont  remember  that  I felt 
any  such  thing:  so  was  ready  to  conclude 
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there  was  no  God:  that  such  thoughts  were 
foolish  and  all  but  priestcraft  ; and  tho’  I had 
a great  veneration  for  that  set  of  men  in  my 
youth,  I now  looked  on  them  in  another 
manner. 

And  what  corroborated  in  my  atheistical 
opinions  was,:::  my  master’s  house  used  to  be  a 
place  of  great  resort  of  the  Clergy,  which 
gave  me  much  opportunity  to  make  my  re- 
marks : sometimes  those  that  came  out  of  the 
country  lodged  there,  and  their  evenings  di- 
versions used  to  be  cards  and  singing,  and  a 
few  minutes  after,  prayers  and  singing  Psalms 
to  Almighty  God.  1 used  to  think  if  there  be 
a God  he  is  a pure  being  and  will  not  hear 
the  prayers  of  polluted  lips. 

But  He  that  hath  in  an  abundant  manner 
shewn  mercy  to  me  (as  will  be  seen  in  the  se- 
quel) did  not  long  suffer  me  to  doubt  in  this 
matter,  but  in  a moment  when  my  feet  was 
near  the  bottomless  pit  pluck’d  me  back. 


In  the  edition  published  in  Dublin  1820,  by 
C.  Hentham,  this  sentence  at  pa.  13.  line  15,  is  as 
follows  : “ and  what  strengthened  me  in  my  athe- 
istical opinion  was  this  : my  master’s  house,”  &c. — 
C.  C.  C.  11  mo.  19,  85. 
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To  one  woman  (and  no  other)  I had  discov- 
ered the  nature  of  the  difference  which  two 
years  before  had  happened  between  my  master 
and  me  ; by  her  means  he  heard  of  it,  and  tho 
he  knew  it  was  true,  yet  lie  sent  for  the  town 
whipper  to  correct  me  tor  it-  I was  called  in  ; 
he  never  asked  me  whether  I had  told  any 
such  thing,  but  ordered  me  to  strip,  at  which 
my  heart  was  ready  to  burst,  for  I could  as 
freely  given  up  my  life  as  suffer  such  igno- 
miny. 

I then  said,  if  there  be  a God  be  graciously 
pleased  to  look  down  on  one  of  the  most  un- 
happy creatures,  and  plead  my  cause,  for 
Thou  knows  what  I have  said  is  the  truth  and 
were  it  not  for  a principle  more  noble  than 
he  was  capable  of  I should  have  told  it  before 
his  wife.  I then  fixed  my  eyes  on  the  barba- 
rous man  and  in  a flood  of  tears  said,  “ Sir — if 
you  have  no  pity  on  me,  yet  for  my  father’s 
sake  spare  me  from  this  shame  (for  before 
this  time  he  had  heard  hf  my  father,  etc. , sev- 
eral ways)  and  if  you  think  I deserve  such 
punishment  do  it  yourself”. 

He  then  took  a turn  over  the  room  and  bid 
the  whipper  go  about  his  business  and  I came 
off  without  a blow  which  I thought  something 
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remarkable.  But  now  I began  to  think  my 
credit  was  gone  (for  they  said  many  things  o' 
me  which  I bless  God  were  not  true)  and  here 
I suffer  so  much  cruelty  ; 1 cannot  bear  it. 

The  enemy  immediately  came  in  and  put  me 
in  a way  how  to  be  rid  of  it  all,  and  tempted 
me  to  end  my  miserable  life;  1 joined  with  it. 
and  for  that  purpose  went  into  the  garret  to 
hang  myself.  Now  it  was  1 was  convinced 
there  was  a God : for,  as  my  feet  eterecl  the 
place,  horror  seized  to  that  degree  I trembled 
much;  and  as  I stood  like  one  in  a maze,  it 
seemed  as  tho’  I heard  a voice  say,  There 
is  a Hell  beyond  the  grave , at  which  I was 
greatly  astonished,  and  now  convinced  that 
there  was  an  Almighty  Power  to  whom  I then 
prayed,  saying,  God  be  merciful  and  enable 
me  to  bear  what  Thou  in  Thy  Providence  shall 
bring  or  suffer  to  come  upon  me  for  my  disobe- 
dience. I then  went  down  again  but  let  none 
know  what  1 had  been  about. 

Soon  after  this  I had  a dream,  and  though 
some  make  a ridicule  of  dreams,  yet  this 
seemed  a significant  one  to  me  and  therefore 
shall  mention  it.  I thought  somebody  knockt 
at  the  door,  by  which  when  I had  opened  it 
there  stood  a grave  woman,  holding  in  her 
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right  hand  an  oil  lamp  burning  : who  with  a 
solid  countenance  fixed  her  eyes  upon  me, 
and  said,  I am  sent  to  tell  thee , that  if  thou' l 
return  to  the  Lord  thy  God  who  hath  created 
thee , He  will  have  mercy  on  thee , and  thy 
lamp  shall  not  be  put  out  in  obscure  darkness  ; 
upon  which  the  light  flamed  from  the  lamp  in 
an  extraordinary  manner,  she  left  me,  and  I 
awoke. 

But  alas!  I did  not  give  up  or  comply  with 
the  heavenly  vision,  as  I think  I may  call  it. 

For  after  this,  I had  like  to  have  been  caught 
in  another  snare,  which  if  I had,  would  prob- 
ably have  been  my  ruin,  from  which  I was 
also  preserved. 

I was  counted  a fine  singer  and  dancer,  in 
which  I took  great  delight,  and  once  falling 
in  with  some  of  the  play  house  company  then 
at  New  York,  they  took  a great  fancy  to  me 
as  they  said  and  persuaded  me  to  become  an 
actress  among  them,  and  they  would  find 
means  to  get  me  from  my  cruel  servitude  and 
I should  live  like  a lady.  The  proposal  took 
with  me,  and  I used  no  small  pains  to  qualify 
myself  for  it,  in  reading  their  play  books  even 
when  I should  have  slept.  Yet  was  put  to 
the  demur  when  I came  to  consider  what  my 
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father  would  say  (who  had  forgiven  my  diso- 
bedience in  marrying,  and  earnestly  desired 
to  see  me  again,  and  had  sent  for  me  home, 
but  my  proud  heart  would  not  consent  for  me 
to  return  in  so  mean  a condition)  so  when  I 
had  served  near  three  years,  I bought  off  the 
remainder  of  my  time,  and  then  took  to  my 
needle,  by  which  I could  maintain  myself 
handsomely. 

But  alas!  I was  not  sufficiently  punished.  I 
had  got  releasd  from  one  cruel  servitude,  and 
then  not  contended  got  into  another,  and 
this  for  life.  A few  months  after,  I married  a 
young  man  that  fell  in  love  with  me  for  my 
dancing  : a poor  motive  for  a man  to  choose 
a wife  or  a woman  a husband  : but  for  my 
part  I fell  in  love  with  nothing  I saw  in  him, 
and  it  seems  unaccountable  that  I that  had 
refused  several,  both  in  this  country  and 
Ireland,  at  last  married  a man  I had  no  value 
for. 

In  a few  days  after  we  were  married  he  took 
me  from  York  : being  a school  master,  he 
had  hired  to  keep  school  in  the  country.  He 
led  me  to  New  England  and  there  settled  in 
a place  called  Waterly  in  Rhode  Island  gov- 
ernment. 
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With  regard  to  religion,  he  was  much  like 
myself,  without  any,  and  when  in  drink  would 
use  the  worst  of  oaths.  I do  not  mention 
this  to  expose  my  husband,  but  to  show  the 
effect  it  had  on  me  ; for  I now  saw  myself 
ruined  as  I thought,  being  joined  to  a man  I 
had  no  love  for,  and  one  that  was  a pattern 
of  no  good  to  me,  then  I began  to  think 
what  a couple  we  were,  like  two  joining  hands 
and  going  to  destruction,  and  upon  it  con- 
cluded if  I was  not  forsaken  of  Heaven  to 
alter  my  course  of  life. 

But  to  set  my  affections  on  the  Divine  Being 
and  not  love  my  husband  seem’d  impossible. 
Therefore  I daily  desired  with  tears  that  my 
affections  might  be  in  a right  manner  set  upon 
my  husband  : and  can  say  in  a little  time  my 
love  was  sincere  to  him.  I now  resolved  to  do 
my  duty  to  God,  and  expecting  I must  come  to 
the  knowledge  of  it  by  the  Scriptures,  I took 
to  reading  them  with  a resolution  to  follow 
their  directions. 

But  the  more  uneasy  I grew,  especially  about 
baptism,  for  altho’  I had  reason  to  believe  I 
had  been  sprinkled  in  my  infancy,  because  at 
the  age  of  thirteen  I passed  under  the  Bishop’s 
hands  for  confirmation  (as  ’twas  called)  yet 
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I could  not  find  any  precedent  lor  that  prac- 
tice : and  lighting  on  the  place  where  ’ tis 
said:  He  that  believes  and  is  baptized,  etc., 
which  I was  not  capable  of  when  sprinkled: 
hence  grew  much  dissatisfied,  and  living  in  a 
neighborhood  that  were  mostly  Seventh-day 
Baptists,  I conversed  much  with  them,  and  at 
length  thinking  it  my  real  duty,  was  in  the 
winter  time  baptized  by  one  of  their  teachers, 
but  did  not  join  strictly  with  them  : tho'  I 
began  to  think  the  Seventh-day  was  the  true 
Sabbath,  and  for  some  time  kept  it. 

My  husband  did  not  now  oppose  me,  for  he 
saw  I grew  affectionate  to  him  and  did  not 
leave  oft  singing  and  dancing  so  that  I could 
divert  him  when  he’d  ask  me  but  I did  not 
find  that  satisfaction  in  what  I had  done  as  I 
expected. 

Soon  after  this,  my  husband  and  I concluded 
to  go  to  England  and  for  that  end  went  to 
Boston,  there  found  a ship  bound  to  Liver- 
pool; we  agreed  for  our  passage  and  expected 
to  sail  in  two  weeks  but  my  time  was  not  to 
go  yet,  for  there  came  a gentleman  who  hired 
the  ship  to  carry  him  and  attendants  to  Fyal, 
and  to  take  no  other  passengers,  and  there 
being  no  other  ship  near  sailing,  we  for  that 
time  gave  it  out. 
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We  staid  several  weeks  in  Boston  and  I 
still  continued  dissatisfied  as  to  religion,  tho 
I had  reformed  my  conduct  so  as  to  be  ac- 
counted by  those  that  knew  me  a sober 
woman  ; yet  was  not  content,  for  even  then  I 
expected  to  find  the  sweets  of  such  a change. 
And  tho’  several  thought  me  religious,  I durst 
not  think  so  myself,  but  what  to  do  to  be  so, 
was  an  utter  stranger. 

I used  to  converse  with  people  ol  all  socie- 
ties as  opportunity  offered,  and  like  many 
others  had  got  a pretty  deal  of  head  knowl- 
edge, and  several  societies  thought  me  ot 
their  opinions  severally,  but  I joined  strictly 
with  none,  resolving  never  to  leave  searching 
till  I had  found  the  truth.  This  was  in  the 
twenty-third  year  of  my  age. 

While  we  were  in  Boston  I one  day  went 
into  the  Quakers’  meeting,  not  expecting  to 
find  what  I wanted,  but  out  of  curiosity  : at 
this  meeting  there  was  a woman  Friend 
spoke,  at  which  I was  a little  surprised,  for 
t'no’  I’d  heard,  of  women’s  preaching,  I’d 
never  heard  one  before,  I looked  on  her 
with  pity  for  her  ignorance  (as  I thought ), 
and  contempt  of  her  practice,  saying  to  my- 
self, I am  sure  you’re  a fool,  lor  if  ever  I 


should  turn  Quaker,  which  will  never  be,  I 
would  not  be  a preacher.  In  these  and  such 
like  thoughts  I sat  while  she  was  speaking. 

After  she  had  done  stood  up  a man,  which 
I could  better  bear;  he  spoke  well,  and  I 
thought  raised  sound  doctrine  from  good 
Joshua’s  resolution,  viz.,  as  for  me  and  my 
house  we’ll  serve  the  Lord,  <S:c.  After  he  had 
sat  silent  awhile,  he  went  to  prayer  : which 
was  attended  with  something  so  awful  and  af- 
fecting, as  drew  tears  to  mine  eyes  tho’  a 
stranger  to  the  cause. 

Soon  after  this  we  left  Boston,  my  husband 
being  given  to  ramble,  which  was  very  disa- 
greeable to  me,  but  I must  submit.  We  came 
to  Rhode  Island  by  water,  from  thence  to  the 
east  end  of  Long  Island,  where  he  hired  to 
keep  school. 

This  place  was  mostly  settled  by  Presby- 
terians. I soon  got  acquainted  with  some  of 
the  most  religious  of  them,  for  tho’  I was 
poor  yet  was  favored  with  reception  amongst 
people  of  the  best  credit,  and  had  frequent 
discourses  with  them  ; but  the  more  I was  ac- 
quainted the  worse  I liked  their  opinions,  so 
remained  dissatisfied.  And  the  old  enemy  of 
my  happiness,  knowing  that  I was  resolved  to 
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abandon  him  and  seek  peace  for  my  soul, 
afresh  assaults  me,  and  laid  a bait  with  which 
I had  like  to  have  been  caught. 

One  day  having  been  abroad,  at  my 
return  home,  I found  the  people,  at  whose 
house  we  had  taken  a room,  had  left  some 
flax  in  an  apartment  thro’  which  I passed  to 
my  own,  at  sight  of  which  I was  immediately 
tempted  to  steal  some  to  make  me  some 
thread.  I went  to  it,  took  a small  bunch  in 
my  hand,  at  which  I was  smote  with  remorse, 
being  of  such  a kind  that  my  very  nature  ab- 
horred it. 

I laid  it  down  saying,  Lord  keep  me  from 
such  a vile  action  as  this  ; but  the  twisting  Ser- 
pent did  not  leave  me  yet,  but  assaulted  again 
so  strong  and  prevalent,  that  I took  it  into 
my  own  room  ; but  when  I came  there  horror 
seized  and  bursting  into  tears  cried,  O Thou 
the  God  of  mercy  enable  me  to  resist  this 
temptation,  which  He  in  mercy  did,  and  gave 
me  power  to  say.  Get  thee  behind  me  Satan, 
I’ll  resist  till  I die  before  I’ll  yield. 

I then  carried  it  back,  and  returning  to  my 
room  was  filled  with  thanksgiving  to  God,  and 
wrapt  in  such  a frame  as  I have  not  words  to 
express,  neither  can  any  guess  but  those  who 
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have  resisted  temptations,  these  have  in  their 
experience  to  taste  the  sweet  PEACE  that  flows 
to  'the  soul. 

My  husband  soon  hired  further  up  the 
island,  where  we  were  nearer  a Church  of 
England  to  which  I used  to  go;  for  tho’  I dis- 
liked some  of  their  ways  yet  I liked  them 
best. 

But  now  a fresh  exercise  fell  upon  me,  and 
of  such  a sort  as  I had  never  heard  of  any 
being  in  the  like,  and  while  under  it  I thought 
myself  alone.  ’Twas  in  the  Second  month 
sitting  by  a fire  in  company  with  several, 
my  husband  also  present,  there  arose  a thun- 
der gust,  and  with  the  noise  that  struck  my 
ear,  a voice  attended,  even  as  the  sound  of  a 
mighty  trumpet,  piercing  through  me  with 
these  words,  O Eternity , Eternity,  the  endless 
term  of  lo?ig  Eternity ! 

At  which  words  I was  exceedingly  surprised, 
sitting  speechless  as  in  a trance,  and  in  a mo- 
ment saw  myself  in  such  a state  as  made  me 
despair  of  ever  being  in  a happy  one.  I 
seemed  to  see  a long  roll  wrote  in  black 
characters  at  sight  whereof  I heard  a voice 
say  to  me,  this  is  thy  sins . I then  saw  sin  to 
be  exceedingly  sinful. 


But  this  was  not  all,  for  immediately  followed 
another  saying.  And  the  blood  of  Christ  is 
not  sufficient  to  wash  them  out. — this  is  shown 
thee  that  thou  may  confess  thy  damnation  is 
just , and  not  in  order  that  they  should  be  for- 
given. All  this  while  I sat  speechless,  at  last 
I got  up  trembling  and  threw  myself  on  a 
bed. 

The  company  thought  my  indisposition 
proceeded  only  from  a fright  at  the  thunder  : 
but  alas!  it  was  of  another  kind,  and  from  that 
time  for  several  months  I was  in  the  utmost 
despair,  and  if  any  time  I would  endeavor  to 
hope  or  lay  hold  of  any  gracious  promise  the 
Old  Accuser  would  come  in,  telling  me  it  was 
now  too  late,  I had  withstood  the  day  oi 
mercy  till  it  was  over,  and  that  I should  only 
add  to  my  sins  by  praying  for  pardon  and 
provoke  Divine  vengeance  to  make  a monu- 
ment of  Divine  wrath  of  me. 

I was  like  one  already  in  torment,  my  sleep 
departed  from  me,  I eat  little,  I became  ex- 
tremely melancholy  and  took  no  delight  in 
anything;  had  all  the  world  been  mine  and 
the  glory  of  it,  I would  now  have  gladly  given 
it  for  one  ray  of  hope. 
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My  husband  was  shocked  to  see  me  so 
changed  : I that  once  could  divert  him  with  a 
song  (in  which  he  greatly  delighted),  nay 
after  I grew  religious  as  to  the  outward,  could 
now  do  it  no  longer.  My  singing  was  turned 
into  mourning,  and  my  dancing  into  lamenta- 
tions; my  nights  and  days  were  one  continued 
scene  of  sorrow. 

I let  none  know  my  desperate  condition, 
my  husband  used  all  means  in  his  power  to 
divert  my  melancholy  but  in  vain;  the  wound 
was  too  deep  to  be  healed  with  any  thing 
short  of  the  true  balm  of  Gilead.  I durst 
not  go  much  alone'  for  fear  of  evil  spirits, 
but  when  I did  my  husband  would  not  suffer 
it;  and  if  1 took  the  Bible  he  would  take  it 
from  me,  saying,  How  you  are  alter’d,  you 
used  to  be  agreeable  company,  but  now  I have 
no  comfort  of  you.  I endeavored  to  bear  all 
with  patience,  expecting  soon  to  bear  more 
than  man  could  inflict  upon  me. 

At  length  I went  to  the  priest  to  see  if  he 
could  relieve  me,  but  he  was  a stranger  to  my 
case;*  he  advised  me  to  take  the  Sacrament, 

* He  advised  me  to  take  the  Sacrament  and  to  use  some  inno- 
cent diversions,  and  lent  me  a book  of  prayers,  which,  he  said, 
was  fit  for  my  condition  : but  all  was  in  vain  ; as  to  the  Sacra- 
ment, I thought  myself,  etc . — From  Dublin  Edition,  1820,/.  23. 


27 


I thought  myself  in  a state  very  unfit  to  re- 
ceive it  worthily,  and  could  not  use  the 
prayers,  for  I then  thought  if  ever  my  prayers 
would  be  acceptable,  I should  be  enabled  to 
pray  without  form. 

Diversions  were  burdensome,  for  as  I said 
above,  my  husband  used  all  means  tending 
that  way  to  no  purpose,  yet  he  with  others 
once  persuaded  me  to  the  raising  of  a build- 
ing, where  much  company  were  collected,  in 
expectation  of  alleviating  my  grief. 

But  contrariwise  it  proved  a means  of  adding 
to  my  sorrow  ; for  in  the  mean  time  there 
came  an  officer  to  summon  a jury  to  enquire 
concerning  the  body  of  a man  that  had  hanged 
himself,  which  as  soon  as  I understood  seemed 
to  be  attended  with  a voice  saying,  Thou  shalt 
be  the  next  monument  of  such  wrath , for  thou 
art  not  worthy  to  die  a natural  death;  and 
for  two  months  was  daily  tempted  to  destroy 
myself,  and  sometimes  so  strong  that  I could 
hardly  resist;  thro’  fear  of  that  sort,  when  I 
went  alone,  I used  to  throw  off  my  apron 
and  garters,  and  if  I had  a knife  cast  it  from 
me  crying,  Lord  keep  me  from  taking  that 
life  Thou  gave  and  which  Thou  would  have 
made  happy  if  I on  my  part  had  joined  with 
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the  offers  of  Thv  grace,  and  had  regarded  the 
convictions  attending  me  from  my  youth; 
the  fault  is  my  own,  Thou  O Lord  art  clear. 

And  yet  so  great  was  my  agony,  that  I de- 
sired death  that  I might  know  the  worst  of 
my  torments,  of  which  I had  so  sharp  a fore- 
taste. All  this  while  I could  not  shed  a tear, 
my  heart  was  as  hard  as  a stone,  and  my  life 
miserable. 

But  God,  that  is  full  of  mercy  and  long 
forbearance  in  His  own  good  time,  delivered 
my  soul  out  of  this  thraldom,  for  one  night 
as  I lay  in  my  bed  ( my  husband  by  me  asleep) 
bemoaning  my  miserable  condition,  had 
strength  to  cry,  O!  my  God  hast  Thou  no 
mercy  left?  look  down  I beseech  Thee  for 
Christ’s  sake,  who  has  promised  that  all 
manner  of  sins  and  blasphemies  shall  be  for- 
given. Lord  if  Thou  wilt  graciously  please  to 
extend  this  promise  to  me  an  unworthy  creat- 
ure trembling  before  Thee,  there  is  nothing 
Thou  shalt  command,  but  I will  obey. 

In  an  instant  my  heart  was  tendered  and  I 
dissolved  in  a flow  of  tears,  abhorring  my  past 
offences,  and  admiring  the  mercies  of  God  ; 
for  I now  was  made  to  hope  in  Christ  my 
Redeemer,  and  enabled  to  look  upon  Him 
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with  an  eye  of  faith,  and  saw  fulfilled,  what  I 
believed  when  the  priest  lent  me  his  book, 
viz.,  that  if  ever  my  prayers  were  acceptable, 
I should  be  enabled  to  pray  without  form,  and 
so  used  form  no  more. 

Nevertheless  I thought  I ought  to  join 
with  some  religious  society,  but  met  with 
none  I liked  in  every  thing.  Yet  the  Church 
of  England  seeming  nearest,  I joined  with 
them  and  took  the  Sacrament  (so  called),  and 
can  say  in  truth  that  I did  it  with  reverence 
and  fear. 

Being  now  released  from  deep  distress,  I 
seemed  like  another  creature  and  often  went 
alone  w'ithout  fear  and  tears  abundantly 
flowed  from  my  eyes. 

And  once  as  I was  abhorring  myself  in  great 
humility  of  mind,  I heard  a gracious  voice 
full  of  love  saying  ; I will  never  leave  thee  nor 
forsake  thee,  only  obey  what  I shall  make 
known  to  thee.  I then  entered  into  covenant 
saying,  my  soul  doth  magnify  Thee,  the  God 
of  mercy,  if  Thou’l  vouchsafe  Thy  grace 
the  rest  of  my  days  shall  be  devoted  to  Thee. 
And  if  it  be  Thy  will  that  I beg  my  bread  I’ll 
be  content  and  submit  to  Thy  Providence. 
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I now  began  to  think  of  my  relations  in 
Pennsylvania,  whom  I had  not  yet  seen,  and 
having  a great  desire  that  way,  got  leave  of 
my  husband  to  go,  and  also  a certificate  from 
a priest  on  Long  Island  in  order  that  if  I 
made  any  stay  I might  be  received  as  a 
member  wherever  1 came. 

Then  setting  out,  my  husband  bore  me  com- 
pany to  the  Blazing  Star  Ferry;  saw  me  safe 
over  and  then  returned.  On  the  way,  near  a 
place  called  Maidenhead,  1 fell  from  my  horse 
and  was  disabled  from  travelling  for  some 
time.  In  the  interval  I abode  at  the  house  of  an 
honest  like  Dutchman,  who  with  his  wife,  were 
very  kind  to  me,  and  tho’  they  had  much 
trouble  in  going  to  the  doctor  and  waiting 
upon  me,  yet  would  have  nothing  for  it, 
which  I thought  exceedingly  kind;  but 
charged  me,  if  ever  I came  that  way  again, 
to  call  and  lodge  there;  I mention,  this  because 
by  and  by  I shall  have  occasion  to  remark 
this  place  again. 

Hence  I came  to  Trenton  Ferry,  where  I 
met  with  no  small  mortification  on  hearing 
that  my  relations  were  Quakers;  and  what 
was  worst  of  all,  my  aunt  a preacher.  I was 
sorry  to  hear  it,  for  I was  exceedingly  preju- 
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diced  against  this  people,  and  have  often 
wondered  with  what  face  they  could  call  them- 
selves Christians. 

I repented  my  coming  and  had  a mind  to 
turn  back ; at  last  I concluded  to  go  and  see 
them  since  I was  so  far  on  my  journey,  but 
expected  little  comfort  from  my  visit;  but  see 
how  God  brings  unforseen  things  to  pass,  for 
by  my  going  there  1 was  brought  to  the 
knowlege  of  His  truth.  I went  from  Trenton 
to  Philadelphia  by  water,  thence  to  my  uncle’s 
on  horseback,  where  I met  with  a very  kind 
reception,  for  tho’  my  own  uncle  was  dead 
and  my  aunt  married  again,  yet  both  her  hus- 
band and  she  received  me  in  a very  kind 
manner. 

I had  not  been  there  three  hours  before  I 
met  with  a shock,  and  my  opinion  began  to 
alter  with  respect  to  these  people;  for  seeing 
a book  laying  on  the  table  (and  being  much 
for  reading)  I took  it  up.  My  aunt  observing, 
said,  Cousin,  that’s  a Quaker  book,  for  per- 
ceiving I was  not  a Quaker,  suppose  she 
thought  I would  not  like  it. 

I made  her  no  answer,  but  revolving  in  my 
mind  what  can  these  people  write  about,  for 
I’ve  heard  that  they  deny  the  Scriptures,  and 
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have  no  other  hook  but  George  Fox's  jour- 
nal, and  deny  all  the  holy  ordinances,  so  re- 
solved to  read;  but  had  not  read  two  pages 
before  inv  heart  burnt  within  me  and  tears 
issued  Irom  my  eyes,  which  I was  afraid 
would  be  seen,  therefore  with  the  book 
Samuel  Crisp's  two  letters)  I walked  into  the 
garden,  sat  down,  and  the  piece  being  small, 
read  it  through  before  I went  in;  but  some- 
times was  forced  to  stop  to  vent  my  tears,  my 
heart  as  it  were  uttering  these  involuntary 
expressions:  My  God  must  I (if  ever  I come 
to  the  knowledge  of  Thy  truth)  be  of  this 
man's  opinion,  who  has  sought  Thee  as  I have 
done?  and  join  with  these  people  that  a few 
hours  ago  I preferred  the  Papists  before? 

O Thou  the  God  of  my  salvation  and  of 
my  life,  who  hast  in  an  abundant  manner 
manifested  Thv  long  suffering  and  tender 
mercy  in  redeeming  me  from  the  lowest  Hell, 
a monument  of  Thy  grace;  Lord  my  soul  be- 
seeches Thee,  to  direct  me  in  the  right  way 
and  keep  me  from  error,  and  then,  according 
to  my  covenant,  I’ll  think  nothing  too  near 
to  part  with  for  Thy  name’s  sake.  If  these 
things  be  so,  oh  happy  people,  beloved  of 
God! 
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After  I came  to  myself  again,  I washed  my 
face,  lest  any  in  the  house  should  perceive  I 
had  been  weeping;  but  that  night  I got  but 
little  sleep,  for  the  Old  Enemy  began  to  sug- 
gest that  I was  one  of  those  that  waver’d 
and  was  not  steadfast  in  the  faith,  advancing 
several  texts  of  Scripture  against  me  and  them. 
As  that  in  the  latter  days,  there  should  be 
those  that  would  deceive  the  very  elect,  and 
these  were  they,  and  that  I was  in  danger  of 
being  deluded.  Here  the  subtle  serpent 
transformed  himself  so  suddenly,  that  I verily 
believed  this  to  be  a timely  caution  from  a 
good  angel,  so  resolved  to  beware  of  those 
deceivers,  and  for  some  time  did  not  touch 
any  of  their  books. 

The  next  First  Day  of  the  week  I wanted  to 
have  gone  to  Church,  which  was  distant 
about  four  miles,  but  being  a stranger  and 
having  nobody  to  go  with  me,  was  forced  to 
give  it  out,  and  as  most  of  the  family  were 
going  to  meeting  I went  with  them,  but  with 
a resolution  not  to  like  them,  and  so  it  was 
fully  suffered;  for,  as  they  sat  in  silence,  I 
looked  over  the  meeting  thinking  with  my- 
self how  like  fools  these  people  sit,  how  much 
better  were  it  to  stay  at  home,  and  read  the 
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Dihlc  or  some  good  book,  thnn  to  come  heie 
and  go  to  sleep. 

For  my  part  1 was  very  sleepy,  and  thought 
they  were  no  better  than  myself;  indeed  at 
length  1 fell  asleep  and  had  like  to  have  fallen 
down,  but  this  was  the  last  time  I ever  fell 
asleep  in  a Meeting,  tho'  often  assaulted  with 
it. 

Now  I began  to  be  lifted  up  with  spiritual 
pride,  and  thought  myselt  better  than  they, 
but  thro'  mercy  this  did  not  last  long,  lor  in 
a little  time  I was  brought  low.  and  saw  that 
these  were  the  people  to  whom  I must  join. 

It  may  seem  strange  that  I who  had  lived 
so  long  with  one  of  this  Society  in  Dublin, 
should  be  so  great  a stranger  to  them:  in 
answer  let  it  be  considered,  that  during  the 
time  I was  there  1 never  read  one  of  their 
books,  nor  went  to  one  Meeting,  and  besides 
I had  heard  such  ridiculous  stories  of  them, 
as  made  me  esteem  them  the  worst  of  any 
society  of  people;  but  (*od  that  knew  the  sin- 
cerity of  my  heart,  looked  with  pity  on  my 
weakness  and  soon  let  me  see  my  error. 

In  a few  weeks  there  was  an  afternoon  meet- 
ing held  at  my  uncle’s,  to  which  came  that  ser- 
vant of  the  Lord,  William  Hammans,  who  was 
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there  made  instrumental  to  the  convincing 
me  of  the  Truth  more  perfectly  and  helping 
me  over  some  great  doubts,  tho’  I believe  no 
one  did  ever  stand  in  greater  opposition  than 
I did  when  he  first  stood  up,  but  I was  soon 
brought  down,  for  he  preached  the  Gospel 
with  such  power,  I was  forced  to  give  up  and 
confess  it  was  the  truth. 

As  soon  as  Meeting  ended,  I endeavored  to 
get  alone,  for  I was  not  fit  to  be  seen,  being 
so  broken;  yet  afterwards  the  restless  adver- 
sary assaulted  me  again  in  this  wise:  In  the 
morning  before  Meeting  1 had  been  disputing 
with  my  uncle  about  baptism,  which  was  the 
subject  this  good  man  dwelt  upon,  which  was 
handled  so  clearly,  as  to  answer  all  my  scru- 
ples beyond  objection,  yet  the  crooked  ser- 
pent further  alledged,  that  the  sermon  I had 
heard  did  not  proceed  from  Divine  revelation, 
but  that  my  uncle  and  aunt  had  acquainted 
the  Friend  of  me;  which  being  strongly  sug- 
gested, I fell  to  accusing  them  with  it,  of 
which  they  both  cleared  themselves,  saying 
they  had  not  seen  him  since  my  coming  into 
these  parts,  until  he  came  into  the  Meeting. 

I then  concluded  he  was  a messenger  of 
God  unto  me,  and  with  fervent  cries  desired  I 
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mi*ht  he  directed  aright,  and  now  laid  aside 
all  prejudice  and  set  my  heart  open  to  re-  ‘ 
ceive  the  truth  in  the  love  of  it. 

And  the  Lord  in  His  own  good  time  re-  ' 
vealed  to  my  soul,  not  only  the  beauty  there 
ls  in  the  truth  and  how  those  should  shine  ' 
that  continue  faithful  to  it.  but  also  the  empti- 
ness ol  all  shadows  which  in  their  day  were  > 
glorious:  but  now  he,  the  Son  of  Glory,  was  ( 
come  to  put  an  end  to  them  all  and  establish  ( 
everlasting  righteousness  in  the  room  thereof:  / 
which  is  a work  in  the  soul.  ; / 

He  likewise  let  me  see  that  all  I had  gone  1 
through  was  to  prepare  me  for  this  day,  and 
that  the  time  was  near  that  He  would  require 
me  to  go  forth  and  declare  to  others  what  He, 
the  ( lod  of  mercy,  had  done  for  my  soul.  At 
which  I was  surprised  and  begged  to  be  ex-  1 
cusid,  lor  fear  I should  bring  dishonor  to  the 
tnith,  and  cause  His  holy  name  to  be  evil 
spoken  of. 

All  this  while  I never  let  any  know  the  con- 
dition I was  in,  nor  did  I appear  like  a Friend 
and  feared  a discovery.  I now  began  to 
think  of  returning  to  my  husband,  but  found 
a restraint  to  stay  where  I was:  I then  hired 
to  keep  school,  and  hearing  of  a place  for 
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him,  wrote  desiring  him  to  come  to  me,  but 
let  him  know  nothing  how  it  was  with  me. 

I loved  to  go  to  meetings,  but  did  not  like  to 
be  seen  to  go  on  week  days,  and  'therefore  to 
shun  it,  used  to  go  from  my  school  thro’  the 
woods:  but  not  withstanding  all  my  care,  the 
neighbours  that  were  not  Friends  began  to 
revile  me,  calling  me  a Quaker,  saying  they 
supposed  I intended  to  be  a fool  and  turn 
preacher:  I then  received  the  same  censure 
that  I (a  little  above  a year  before)  had  passed 
on  one  of  the  handmaids  of  the  Lord  at  Bos- 
ton, and  so  weak  was  I alas!  I could  not 
bear  the  reproach,  and  in  order  to  change 
their  opinion,  got  into  greater  excess  in  ap- 
parel, than  I’d  freedom  to  wear  for  some  time 
before  I became  acquainted  with  Friends. 

In  this  condition  I continued  till  my  hus- 
band came,  and  then  began  the  trial  of  my 
faith.  Before  he  reached  me  he  heard  I had 
turned  Quaker,  at  which  he  stampt,  saying,  I 
had  rather  she  had  been  dead,  well  as  I love 
her:  for  if  so,  all  my  comfort’s  gone.  He 
then  came  to  me  and  had  not  seen  me  before 
for  four  months.  I stood  up  and  met  him, 
saying,  My  dear,  I am  glad  to  see  thee;  at 
at  which  he  flew  in  a great  passion  of  anger, 
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' U(l'  thr  Devil  thf.e,  thee,  don’t  THF.ri 
1 list’d  all  the  mild  means  I could  to] 
l |!v  l,lm-  antl  ;,t  length  got  him  lit  to  go' 
,mi  sPcak  to  my  relations.  But  lie  was 
ilarmed  and  as  soon  as  he  got  alone  said  so  [ 1 

Q iiker  relations  have  made  you’one-  1 

1 t-d.l  him  they  had  not,  which  was  true;  nor 
had  1 ever  to,fl  diem  how  it  was  with  me.  But 
!,r  wnul<l  h;uv  !t  dial  I was  one,  and  there-  * 
,ore  shoilId  not  stay  among  them:  and  having 
'l.’""'1  : !|i'  mind  hind,  and  came 

directly  back  to  fetch  me  hence;  and  in  one  , 
afternoon  walked  near  thirty  miles  to  keep  me  Jj 
from  meeting  the  next  being  I irst  1 day  And  j 
'll''  mnrrnu  to<)k  me  to  the  aforesaid  place  S 
"r"1  lo<i«my>  -it  a Church  man’s  house  who  \ 
: onc  °‘  the  wardens  and  a bitter  enemyto 
, n™‘k  "s,  ,i  to  do  all  he  could  to  irritate  my  I 
bus!  r uid  against  them,  and  would  tell  me 
abundanreof  ridiculous  stuff,  but  my  judgment 
wa>  too  clearly  convinced  to  believe  it. 

I still  did  not  appear  like  a Friend,  but  they 
al  brheved  1 was  one.  When  my  husband 
he  used  to  be  making  their  diversion 
a,  ,ev,,mg.  1 used  to  sit  in  silence:  but  now 
and  then  mi  mvoluntary  sigh  would  break  fronj 
me,  at  which  he  would  tell  my  husband!  | 
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There,  did  not  I tell  you,  your  wife  was  a 
Quaker,  and  she  will  be  a preacher:  upon 
which  my  husband  once  in  a great  rage  came 
up  to  me,  and  shaking  his  hand  over  me 
said,  You'd  better  be  hanged  in  that  day.  I 
then,  Peter-like  in  a panic,  denied  my  being 
a Quaker:  at  which  great  horror  seized  upon 
me,  which  continued  lor  near  three  months, 
so  that  I again  feared,  that  by  denying  the 
Lord  that  bought  me,  the  heavens  were  shut 
against  me,  for  great  darkness  surrounded, 
and  I was  again  plunged  into  despair. 

I used  to  walk  much  alone  in  the  woods, 
where  no  eye  saw  nor  ear  heard,  and  there 
lament  my  miserable  condition,  and  have 
often  fasted  from  morning  till  night,  d hus 
I was  brought  so  low,  that  my  lile  was  a bur- 
den to  me:  the  Devil  seemed  to  vaunt,  that 
tho’  the  sins  of  my  youth  were  forgiven,  yet 
now  he  was  sure  of  me,  for  that  I had  com- 
mitted the  unpardonable  sin,  and  Hell  inevi- 
tably would  be  my  portion,  and  my  torments 
would  be  greater  than  if  I'd  hanged  myself 
at  first. 

In  this  doleful  condition,  and  even  in  the 
night  when  I could  not  sleep  under  the  pain- 
ful distress  of  my  mind,  il  my  husband  per- 


40 


ceived  me  weeping  lie  would  revile  me  for  i 
at  length  when  he  and  his  friends  thougl 
themselves  too  weak  to  overset  me  (tho’ 
feared  it  was  already  done  he  went  to  th 
priest  at  Chester  to  advise  what  to  d 
with  me:  this  man  knew  I was  a member  c 
the  Church,  for  1 had  shown  him  my  certifi 
cate.  His  advice  was  to  take  me  out  o 
Pennsylvania  and  find  some  place  when 
there  were  no  Quakers,  and  then  it  woulc 
wear  off. 
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To  this  my  husband  agreed,  saying:  He 
did  not  care  where  he  went,  if  he  could  but 
restore  me  to  that  liveliness  of  temper  I was 
naturally  of,  and  to  that  Church  of  which  I 
was  a member.  1,  on  my  part,  had  no  spirit 
to  oppose  the  proposal,  neither  much  cared 
where  I was:  for  I seemed  to  have  nothing  to ( 
hope  for,  but  daily  expected  to  be  made  a j 
spectacle  of  Divine  wrath:  and  was  possessed  I 
with  a thought  that  it  would  be  by  thunder  1 
e’er  long.  The  time  of  removal  came  and  I 
must  go:  I was  not  suffered  to  go  and  bid 
my  relations  farewell.  J 

My  husband  was  poor  and  kept  no  horse,  j! 
so  I must  travel  on  foot.  We  came  to  Wil-  ' 
mington  (fifteen  miles)  thence  to  Philadelphia 
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jty  water:  here  he  took  me  to  a tavern,  where 
(soon  became  the  spectacle  and  discourse  of 
ue  company.  My  husband  told  them  his 
vife  was  turned  Quaker,  and  that  he  designed, 
i'  possible,  to  find  out  some  place  where  there 
vas  none. 

O,  thought  I,  I was  once  in  a condition  de- 
serving that  name,  but  now  it  is  over  with  me. 
0,  that  I might  from  a true  hope  once  more 
have  an  opportunity  to  confess  to  the  truth, 
tho’  I was  sure  of  suffering  all  manner  of  cru- 
elties I would  not  regard  it. 

These  were  my  concerns  while  he  was  enter- 
taining the  company  with  my  story:  in  which 
he  told  them  I had  been  a good  dancer,  but 
now  he  could  neither  get  me  to  sing  or  dance. 
Upon  which  one  of  the  company  stands  up, 
saying,  I’ll  go  and  fetch  my  fiddle,  and  we’ll 
have  a dance;  at  which  my  husband  was  much 
pleased. 

The  fiddle  came,  the  sight  whereof  put  me 
in  a sad  condition,  for  fear,  if  I refused,  my 
husband  would  rage;  however,  I took  up  this 
resolution,  not  to  comply,  whatever  be  the 
consequence. 

He  came  to  me,  took  me  by  the  hand, 
saying,  Come,  my  dear,  shake  off  that  gloom ; 
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t,fS,1;aVC  a civil  dance;  you  wouPw 

am  then  w-hen  you  was  a Rood  Church^" 

I'"  th:‘,t  S better  t,lan  a stiff  Quaker  I n‘ 
“'"■f  Tid  t0  bG  excused-  be  iifd 
rn  ' T,  kn°'VInfi  his  ‘«nper  to  be  ex1* 
choleric,  durst  not  say  much,  bt‘d 

not  consent.  He  then  pluck'd  me  rourle 
-om  nil  tears  affected  my  eyesat* 
" Hn'°'  thc  musician  stopt,  and  said  I’U V 
y°Ur  WifC  al°ne:  of  which  Is 

There  was  also  a man  in  company  who  ce 
■ om  reeliold,  in  East  Jersey.  He  said,  le 
!"  ;V!fe  ,s  ;i  Quaker,  hut  if  you  will  f 

hush  ^V°U  need  not  go  50  far  (for y 
i Jsband  s design  was  to  go  for  Staten  IsJa h 

c me  and  live  amongst  us,  we’ll  soon  cure  T 

her  Quaker, sm.  for  we  want  a school-, ff 

tci  and  mistress,  too.  (I  followed  the  saf 

business)  to  which  he  agree’d. 

An;':1  l’a,,),!y  turn  u 'vas  for  me- as  win  i 
p . ' and  h-v:  and  the  wonderful  turn  j 
ov.ch  nee  who  had  not  yet  abandoned  < 
, raised  a glimmering  hope,  affording 
answer  of  peace,  in  refusing  to  dance- 
11  ' Was  more  rejoiced  than  to  be  nu 
possessor  of  much  riches,  and  in  floods 
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tears,  said,  Lord  I dread  to  ask,  and  yet  with- 
out Thy  gracious  pardon  I am  miserable:  I 
therefore  fall  down  and  implore  mercy  at  Thy 
hand.  O Lord,  once  more  I beseech  Thee, 
try  my  obedience,  and  then  whatever  Thou 
commands,  I will  obey,  and  not  fear  to  confess 
Thee  before  men. 

Thus  was  my  soul  engaged  before  God  in 
sincerity,  and  he  in  tender  mercy  heard  my 
cries,  and  in  me  has  shewn  that  He  delights 
not  in  the  death  ol  a sinner,  for  He  again  set 
my  mind  at  liberty  to  praise  Him,  and  I longed 
for  an  opportunity  to  confess  His  truth,  which 
He  shevv’d  me  should  come,  but  in  what  man- 
ner I did  not  see,  but  believed  the  word  I had 
heard,  which  in  a little  time  was  fulfilled  to 
me. 

My  husband,  as  aforesaid,  agree’ d to  go  to 
Freehold,  and  in  our  way  thither  we  came  to 
Maidenhead,  where  I went  to  see  the  kind 
Dutchman,  beforementioned,  who  made  us 
welcome  and  invited  us  to  stay  a day  or  two. 

While  we  were  here,  there  was  held  a great 
meeting  of  Presbyterians,  not  only  for  wor- 
ship, but  of  business  also:  for  one  of  their 
preachers  being  charged  with  drunkenness, 
was  this  day  to  have  his  trial  before  a great 
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number  of  their  priests,  etc.  We  went  to  it, 
of  which  I was  afterwards  "lad.  Here  were 
great  divisions  amongst  the  people,  about 
who  should  be  their  shepherd. 

I greatly  pitied  their  conditions,  for  I now 
saw  beyond  the  men-made  ministers  and  what 
they  preached  for,  and  which  those  at  this 
meeting  might  have  done,  had  not  prejudice 
of  education,  which  is  very  prevalent,  blinded 
t heir  eyes. 

Some  insisted  to  have  the  old  offender  re- 
stored; some  to  have  a young  man  they  had 
had  upon  trial  some  weeks;  a third  party 
was  for  sending  for  one  from  New  England. 

At  length  stood  up  one,  and  directing  him- 
self to  the  chief  speaker,  said,  Sir,  When  we 
have  been  at  the  expense,  which  will  be  no 
small  matter,  of  fetching  this  gentleman  from 
New  England,  maybe  he’ll  not  stay  with  us. 

Answer.  Don’t  you  know  how  to  make 
him  stay  ? 

Reply.  No,  sir. 

I’ll  tell  you  then,  said  he  (to  which  I gave 
good  attention).  Give  him  a good  salary, 
and  I’ll  engage  he’ll  stay. 

O,  thought  I,  these  mercenary  creatures, 
they  are  all  actuated  by  one  and  the  same 
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thing  : even  the  love  ol  money,  and  not  the 
regard  of  souls. 

This,  called  reverend,  gentleman,  whom 
these  poor  people  almost  adored,  to  my 
knowledge,  had  left  his  flock  on  Long  Island, 
and  moved  to  Philadelphia,  where  he  could 
get  more  money.  I myself  have  heard  some 
of  them  on  the  Island,  say  that  they  had  al- 
most impoverished  themselves  to  keep  him, 
but  not  being  able  to  equal  Philadelphia’s  in- 
vitation, he  left  them  without  a shepherd. 

This  man  knowing  therefore  their  ministry 
all  proceeded  from  one  cause,  might  be  pur- 
chased with  the  same  thing. 

Surely  these  and  such  like,  are  the  shep- 
herds that  regard  the  fleece  more  than  the 
flock,  in  whose  mouths  are  lies,  saying,  the 
Lord  had  sent  them,  and  that  they  were 
Christ  s embassadors,  whose  command  to 
those  he  sent  was,  Freely  ye  have  received, 
freely  give;  and,  blessed  be  His  holy  name, 
so  they  do  to  this  day. 

I durst  not  say  anything  to  my  husband  of 
the  remarks  I had  made,  but  laid  them  up  in 
my  heart  and  they  served  to  strengthen  me  in 
my  resolution. 

Hence  we  set  forward  for  h reehold,  and 
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coming  thro'  Stony  Brook,  my  husband  turn- 
ing towards  me,  tauntingly  said,  Here’s  one  of 
Satan's  Synagogues,  don't  you  want  to  be  in 
it?  O,  1 hope  to  see  you  cured  of  this  new 
religion.  I made  no  answer,  but  went  on, 
and  in  a little  time  we  came  to  a large  run  of 
water,  over  which  was  no  bridge,  and  being 
strangers  knew  no  way  to  escape,  but  through 
we  must  go:  he  carried  our  clothes,  which  we 
had  in  bundles;  1 took  off  my  shoes  and  waded 
through  in  my  stockings,  which  served  some- 
what to  alleviate  the  chill  of  the  water;  being 
very  cold  and  a fall  of  snow  in  the  I welfth 
Month.  My  heart  was  concerned  in  prayer 
that  the  Lord  would  sanctify  all  my  afflictions 
to  me,  and  give  me  patience  to  bear  whatso- 
ever should  be  suffered  to  come  upon  me. 

We  walked  the  most  part  of  a mile  before 
we  came  to  the  first  house,  which  was  a sort 
of  tavern,  my  husband  called  for  some  spirit- 
uous liquors,  but  I got  some  weakened  cider 
mulled,  which  when  I had  drank  of,  the  cold 
being  struck  to  my  heart,  made  me  extremely 
sick,  insomuch  that  when  we  were  a little  past 
the  house,  I expected  to  faint:  for  not  being 
able  to  stand  I fell  down  under  a fence;  my  hus- 
band observing,  tauntingly  said,  What's  the 
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matter  now?  what,  are  you  drunk  ! where’s 
your  religion  now  ? he  knew  better,  and  at 
that  time  believe  he  pitied  me,  yet  was  suf- 
fered grievously  to  afflict  me.  In  a little 
time  I grew  better,  and  going  on,  we  came 
to  another  tavern,  where  we  lodged.  The 
next  day  was  indifferent  well,  so  proceeded, 
and  as  we  journey’d  a young  man  driving  an 
empty  cart  overtook  us.  I desired  my  hus- 
band to  ask  the  young  man  to  let  us  ride,  he 
did;  ’twas  readily  granted.  I now  thought 
myself  well  off  and  took  it  as  a great  favor, 
for  my  poor  heart  was  humbled,  and  did  not 
regard  the  looks  of  it:  tho’  the  time  had  been 
that  I would  not  have  been  seen  in  one. 

This  cart  belonged  to  a man  at  Shrewsbury, 
and  was  to  go  through  the  place  he  designed 
for,  so  we  rode  on  (but  soon  had  the  care  of 
the  team  to  ourselves,  from  a failure  in  the 
driver, ) to  the  place  where  I was  intended  to 
be  made  a prey  of.  But  see  how  unforseen 
things  are  brought  to  pass  by  a Providential 
hand.  ’Tis  said  and  answered,  Shall  we  do 
evil  that  good  may  come  ? God  forbid.  Yet 
hence  good  came  to  me  ; here  my  husband 
would  have  had  me  stay,  while  he  went  to 
see  the  team  safe  home.  I told  him,  No, 
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since  he  had  led  me  through  the  country  like 
a vagabond,  I would  not  stay  behind  him;  so 
went  on  and  lodged  that  night  at  the  man’s 
house  who  owned  the  cart. 

Next  morning,  in  our  return  to  Freehold, 
we  met  a man  riding  on  full  speed,  who,  stop- 
ping, said  to  my  husband,  Sir,  are  you  a 
school-master  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

I came  to  tell  you,  replied  the  stranger,  ot 
two  new  school-houses  and  want  a master  in 
each,  and  are  two  miles  apart. 

How  this  stranger  came  to  hear  of  us,  who 
came  but  the  night  before,  I never  knew  ; 
but  I was  glad  he  was  not  one  called  a Quaker, 
lest  my  husband  might  have  thought  it  had 
been  a plot 

Then  turning  to  my  husband,  I said,  My 
dear,  look  on  me  with  pity,  if  thou  hast  any 
affection  left  for  me,  which  I hope  thou  hast, 
for  1 am  not  conscious  of  having  done  any- 
thing to  alienate  them;  here  is  (continued  I) 
an  open  opportunity  to  settle  us  both,  for  I 
am  willing  to  do  all  in  my  power  towards 
getting  an  honest  livelihood. 

My  expressions  took  place,  and  after  a 
little  pause  he  consented,  took  the  young 
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man  s directions,  and  made  towards  the 
place,  and  in  our  way  came  to  the  house  of  a 
woithy  Friend,  whose  wife  was  a preacher, 
tho  we  chd  not  know  it.  I was  surprised 
to  see  the  people  so  kind  to  us  that  were 
strangers.  We  had  not  been  long  in  the 
house  before  we  were  invited  to  lodge  there 
that  night,  being  the  last  of  the  week.  I 
said  nothing,  but  waited  to  hear  my  master 
speak.  He  soon  consented,  saying,  My  wife 
has  been  a tedious  travel  and  I pity  her.  At 
which  kind  expressions  I was  affected,  for  they 
were  now  seldom  used  to  me. 

The  Friend’s  kindness  could  not  proceed 
from  my  appearing  in  the  garb  of  a Quaker, 
for  I had  not  yet  altered  my  dress.  The 
woman  of  the  house,  after  we  had  concluded 
to  stay,  fixed  her  eyes  upon  me  and  said,  I 
believe  thou  hast  met  with  a deal  of  trouble; 
to  which  I made  but  little  answer. 

My  husband  observing  they  were  of  that 
sort  of  people  we  had  so  much . endeavored 
to  shun,  would  give  us  no  opportunity  of  dis- 
course that  night,  but  the  next  morning  I let 
the  Friend  know  a little  how  it  was  with  me. 

Meeting  time  came,  to  which  I longed  to 
go,  but  durst  not  yet  ask  my  husband’s  leave, 
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for  fear  of  disturbing  him,  till  we  were  settled, 
and  then,  thought  I,  if  ever  I am  favored  to 
be  in  this  place,  come  life  or  death,  1 11  fight 
through,  for  my  salvation  is  at  stake. 

The  Friends,  getting  ready  for  Meeting, 
ask’d  my  husband  if  he  would  go,  saying, 
They  knew  who  were  to  be  his  employers,  and 
if  they  were  at  Meeting  would  speak  to  them. 
He  then  consented  to  go. 

Then  said  the  woman,  Friend,  Wilt  thou  let 
thy  wife  go  ? Which  he  denied  ; making 
several  objections.  All  which  she  answered 
so  prudently,  that  he  could  not  be  angry,  and 
at  last  consented;  and  with  joy  I went,  for  I 
had  not  been  at  one  for  near  four  months, 
and  an  heavenly  Meeting  it  was. 

I now  renewed  my  covenant,  and  saw  the 
word  of  the  Lord  made  good,  that  I should 
have  another  opportunity  to  confess  to  His 
name,  for  which  my  spirit  did  rejoice  in  the 
God  of  my  salvation,  who  had  brought 
strange  things  to  pass.  May  I ever  be  pre- 
served in  humility,  never  forgetting  his  tender 
mercies  to  me. 

Here,  according  to  my  desire,  we  settled. 
My  husband  got  one  school  and  I the  other, 
and  took  a room  at  a Friend’s  house,  a mile 
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from  each  school,  and  eight  miles  from  the 
Meeting-house.  Before  next  First  Day  we 
were  got  to  our  new  settlement,  and  now  I 
concluded  to  let  my  husband  see  I was  de- 
termined to  join  with  Friends.  When  First 
Day  came,  I directed  myself  to  him  in  this 
manner  : My  dear,  art  thou  willing  to  let  me 
go  to  Meeting?  At  which  he  flew  into  a great 
rage,  saying,  No,  you  shant. 

I then  drew  up  resolutions,  and  told  him 
that  as  a dutiful  wife  ought,  so  I was  ready  to 
obey  all  his  lawful  commands;  but  where  they 
imposed  upon  my  conscience  I no  longer 
durst,  for  I had  already  done  it  too  long,  and 
wronged  myself  by  it  ; and  tho’  he  was  near 
and  I loved  him  as  a wife  ought,  yet  God 
was  nearer  than  all  the  world  to  me,  and  had 
made  me  sensible  this  was  the  way  I ought  to 
go;  the  which  I assured  him  was  no  small  cross 
to  my  own  will,  yet  had  given  up  my  heart, 
and  hoped  He  that  had  called  for  it,  would 
enable  me,  the  residue  of  my  life,  to  keep  it, 
steadily  devoted  to  Him,  whatever  I suffered 
for  it:*  but  all  I could  say  was  in  vain,  he  was 
inflexible  and  would  not  consent. 

* Adding,  “ I hoped  not  to  make  him  any  worse  wife  for  it.” 
— Front  Dublin  Edition , /820. 
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I had  now  put  my  hand  to  the  plough,  and 
resolved  not  to  look  back,  so  went  without 
leave,  but  expected  to  be  immediately  iol- 
lowed  and  forced  back;  but  he  did  not.  I 
went  to  one  of  the  neighbors  and  got  a girl 
to  show  me  the  way;  then  went  on  rejoicing 
and  praising  God  in  my  heart,  who  had  thus 
far  given  me  power,  and  another  opportunity 

to  confess  to  His  truth. 

Thus  for  some  time  I had  to  go  eight  miles 
on  foot  to  Meeting,  which  I never  thought 
hard.  My  husband  soon  bought  a horse, 
but  would  not  let  me  ride  him;  neither  when 
my  shoes  were  worn  out  would  he  let  me 
have  another  pair;  thinking  by  that  means  to 
keep  me  from  going  to  Meeting.  But  this 
did  not  hinder  me,  for  I have  taken  strings 

and  tied  round  to  keep  them  on. 

He,  finding  no  hard  usage  could  alter  my 
resolution,  neither  threatening  to  beat  me  nor 
doing  it,  for  he  several  times  struck  me  with 
sore  blows,  which  I endeavored  to  bear  with 
patience,  believing  the  time  would  come  when 
he  would  see  I was  in  the  right  (which  he  ac- 
cordingly did). 

He  once  came  up  to  me  and  took  out  his 
penknife,  saying,  If  you  offer  to  go  to  Meet- 
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for  you  shall  not  be  a Quaker.  I made  him 
no  answer,  but  when  morning  came,  set  out 
as  usual,  and  he  was  not  suffered  to  hurt  me. 

In  despair  of  recovering  me  himself,  he 
now  fled  to  the  priest  for  help,  told  him  I had 
been  a very  religious  woman  in  the  way  of 
the  Church  of  England,  was  a member  of  it, 
and  had  a good  certificate  from  Long  Island, 
but  now  was  bewitched  and  turned  Quaker, 
which  almost  broke  his  heart.  He  therefore 
desired,  as  he  was  one  who  had  the  care  of 
souls,  he  would  come  and  pay  me  a visit,  and 
use  his  endeavors  to  reclaim  me,  and  hoped, 
by  the  blessing  of  God,  it  would  be  done. 

The  priest  consented  to  come;  the  time 
was  set,  which  was  to  be  that  day  two  weeks; 
for  he  said  he  could  not  come  sooner.  My 
husband  came  home  extremely  pleased,  and 
told  me  of  it;  at  which  I smiled,  saying,  I 
hope  to  be  enabled  to  give  a reason  for  the 
hope  that  is  in  me;  at  the  same  time  believing 
the  priest  would  never  trouble  me;  nor  ever 
did. 

Before  his  appointed  time  came,  it  was  re- 
quired of  me  in  a more  public  manner,  to 
confess  to  the  world  what  I was,  and  to  give 
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up  in  prayer  in  a Meeting;  the  sight  ol  which 
and  the  power  attending,  made  me  tremble, 
and  I could  not  hold  myself  still. 

I now  again  desired  death,  and  would  ha\e 
freely  given  up  my  natural  life  a ransom;  and 
what  made  it  harder  to  me,  1 was  not  j et 
taken  under  the  notice  of  P riends,  and  what 
kept  me  from  joining  with  them  fully  was  for 
fear  I might  be  overcome  and  bring  a scandal 
on  the  Society.  I begged  to  be  excused  till 
1 was  joined  to  Friends,  and  then  1 would 
give  up  freely;  to  which  1 received  this  an- 
swer, as  tho’  I had  heard  a distinct  voice:  I 
am  a covenant-keeping  God,  and  the  woid 
that  I spoke  to  thee,  when  1 found  thee  in  dis- 
tress, even  that  I would  never  leave  thee,  nor 
forsake  thee,  if  thou  should  be  obedient  to 
what  I should  make  known  to  thee;  I will 
assuredly  make  good;  but  if  thou  refuse, 
my  Spirit  shall  not  always  strive;  fear  not,  I 
will  make  way  for  thee  through  all  thy  diffi- 
culties. which  shall  be  many,  for  my  name’s 
sake;  but  be  thou  faithful  and  I will  give  thee 
a crown  of  life.  1 then  being  sure  it  was  God 
that  spoke,  said,  Thy  Will,  O God,  be  done; 
I am  in  Thy  hand,  do  with  me  according  to 
Thy  Word  and  good  Spirit. 
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But  after  it  was  over,  the  enemy  came  in 
like  a flood,  telling  me,  I had  done  what  I 
ought  not,  and  should  now  bring  dishonor  to 
this  people;  this  gave  me  a little  shock,  but 
it  did  not  at  this  time  last  long. 

This  day,  as  usual,  I had  gone  on  foot;  my 
husband  (as  he  afterwards  told  me)  lying  on 
the  bed  at  home,  these  words  affected  him: 
Lord,  where  shall  1 fly  to  shun  Thee,  etc., 
upon  which  he  arose,  and  seeing  it  rain,  got 
his  horse  and  came  to  fetch  me;  and  coming 
just  as  Meeting  broke  up,  I got  on  horseback 
as  quick  as  possible,  lest  he  should  hear  what 
had  happened. 

Nevertheless  he  heard  of  it,  and  as  soon 
as  we  were  got  by  ourselves  he  began,  say- 
ing, What  do  you  mean  thus  to  make  my 
life  unhappy  ? What  ! could  you  not  be 
a Quaker,  without  turning  fool  after  this 
manner  ? 

I answered,  in  tears,  saying,  My  dear  look 
on  me  with  pity  if  thou  hast  any  left;  can 
thou  think  that  I,  in  the  bloom  of  my  davs, 
would  bear  all  that  thou  know’st  of,  and  a 
great  deal  more,  that  thou  knows  not  of,  if 
I did  not  believe  it  to  be  my  duty  ? 

I his  took  hold  of  him,  and  taking  my 
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hand,  he  said,  Well,  I’ll  e’en  give  you  up,  for 
I see  it  don’t  avail  to  strive.  If  it  be  ol  God 
1 cannot  overthrow  it,  and  il  it  be  of  yourself 
it  will  soon  fall. 

I saw  tears  stand  in  his  eyes,  at  which  my 
heart  was  overcome  with  joy,  insomuch  that 
1 would  not  have  changed  conditions  with  a 
queen.  I already  began  to  reap  the  fruits  of 
my  obedience,  but  my  trials  ended  not  heie. 

The  time  being  up  that  the  priest  was  to 
come,  but  no  priest  appeared;  my  husband 
went  to  fetch  him,  but  he  would  not  come, 
saying  he  was  busy,  which  so  displeased  my 
husband  that  he’d  never  go  to  hear  him 
more,  and  for  some  time  went  to  no  place  of 

worship. 

Now  the  unwearied  Adversary  found  out 
another  scheme,  and  with  it  wrought  strong, 
that  1 thought  all  I had  gone  through  but 
little  to  this;  it  came  upon  me  in  such  an  un- 
expected manner.  I n hearing  a woman  relate 
a book  she  had  read  in  which  ’twas  asserted 
that  Christ  was  not  the  Son  of  God.  As  soon 
as  she  had  spoke  the  words,  if  a man  had 
spoke,  I could  not  more  distinctly  have  heard 
these  words:  No  more  He  is,  it’s  all  a fancy 
and  the  contrivance  of  men.  And  an  horrid, 
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great  darkness  fell  upon  me,  which  continued 
for  three  weeks. 

The  exercise  I was  under  1 am  not  able  to 
express;  neither  durst  I let  any  know  how  it 
was  with  me.  I again  sought  desolate  places 
where  I might  make  my  moan,  and  have  lain 
whole  nights  and  don’t  know  that  my  eyes 
were  shut  to  sleep. 

I again  thought  myself  alone,  but  would 
not  let  go  my  faith  in  Him,  often  saying  in 
my  heart,  I’ll  believe  till  I die,  and  kept  a 
hope  that  He  that  had  delivered  me  out  of 
the  paw  of  the  bear  and  from  the  jaws  of  the 
devouring  lion  would,  in  His  own  time,  de- 
liver me  out  of  this  temptation  also;  which 
He  in  mercy  did,  and  let  me  see  that  it  was 
for  my  good,  in  order  to  prepare  me  for 
further  service,  which  He  had  for  me  to 
do,  and  that  it  was  necessary  His  ministers 
should  be  dipped  into  all  states,  that  there- 
by they  might  be  abler  to  speak  to  all  con- 
ditions; for  which  my  soul  was  thankful  to 
Him,  the  God  of  mercies,  who  had  at  several 
times  redeemed  me  from  great  distress,  and 
I found  the  truth  of  His  words,  that  all  things 
should  work  together  for  good  to  those  that 
loved  and  feared  Him,  which  I did  with  my 
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whole  heart,  and  hope  ever  shall  while  1 have 
a being. 

This  happened  just  alter  my  lirst  appear- 
ance in  the  ministry, ¥ and  Friends  had  not 
been  to  talk  with  me,  nor  did  they  well  know 
what  to  do  till  I had  appeared  again,  which  was 
not  for  some  time;  when  the  Monthly  Meeting 
appointed  four  Friends  to  give  me  a visit, 
which  I was  glad  of.  I gave  them  such  satis- 
faction that  they  left  me  well  satisfied.  I then 
joined  with  Friends,  my  husband  still  went 
to  no  place  of  worship.  One  day  he  said  to 
me,  I’d  go  to  Meeting,  only  I’m  afraid  I shall 
hear  you  clack,  which  I can't  bear. 

I used  no  persuasion,  yet  when  Meeting 
time  came  he  got  the  horse,  took  me  behind 
him  and  went  to  Meeting;  but  for  several 
months  if  he  saw  me  ofiler  to  rise  he  would  go 
out;  till  once,  I stood  up  before  he  was  aware 
and  then  fas  he  afterwards  said)  he  was 
ashamed  to  go,  and  from  that  time  never  did, 
nor  hindered  me  from  going  to  Meetings;  and 
tho’  the  poor  man  did  not  take  up  the  cross, 
yet  his  judgment  was  convinced,  and  some- 
times in  a flow  of  tears  would  say,  My  dear 
I’ve  seen  the  beauty  there  is  in  the  Truth  and 

* “ In  tlu.-  ministry.” — 


Added  by  C.  C C. 
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that  thou  art  in  the  right,  and  I pray  God 
preserve  thee  in  it;  but  as  for  me  the  cross  is 
too  heavy,  I can’t  bear  it. 

I told  him,  I hoped  He  that  had  given  me 
strength,  would  also  favor  him. 

O ! said  he,  I can’t  bear  the  reproach  thou 
dost,  to  be  called  “turn  coat,’’  and  become  a 
laughing  stock  to  the  world,  but  I’ll  no  long  i 
hinder  thee,  which  I looked  on  as  a great 
favor,  that  my  way  was  thus  far  made  easy, 
and  a little  hope  remained  that  my  prayers 
would  be  heard  on  his  account. 

In  this  place  he  linked  in  with  some  that 
he  was  afraid  would  make  game  of  him, 
which  indeed  they  already  did,  asking  him 
when  he  designed  to  commence  preacher;  for 
that  they  saw  he  intended  to  turn  Quaker, 
and  seemed  to  love  his  wife  better  since  she 
did  than  before.  (We  were  now  got  to  a little 
home  by  ourselves,  which  tho’  mean  and  little 
to  put  in  it,  our  bed  no  better  than  chaff,  yet 
I was  truly  content;  I did  not  envy  the  rich 
their  riches;  the  only  desires  I now  had  was 
my  own  preservation  and  to  be  blest  with  the 
reformation  of  my  husband).  These  men  used 
to  come  to  my  house  and  there  provoke  my 
husband  to  sit  up  and  drink,  sometimes  till 
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near  clay,  while  I have  been  sorrowing  in  a 
stable. 

As  I once  sat  in  this  condition,  I heard  my 
husband  say  to  some  of  his  company:  I can’t 
bear  any  longer  to  afflict  my  poor  wife  in  this 
manner,  for  whatever  you  may  think  of  her, 

I believe  she’s  a virtuous  woman;  upon  which 
he  came  to  me,  saying,*  My  dear,  God  has 
given  thee  a deal  of  patience,  1 11  put  an  end 
to  this  practice;  and  so  he  did,  for  this  was 
the  last  time  they  sat  up  at  nights. 

My  husband  now  thought  that  if  he  was  in 
any  place  where  it  was  not  known  that  he  had 
been  so  bitter  against  Friends  he  could  do 
better  than  here,  but  I was  much  against  his 
moving,  fearing  it  would  tend  to  his  hurt, 
having  been  for  some  months  much  alter  d 
for  the  better,  and  would  often  in  a broken 
and  affectionate  manner  condemn  his  bad 
usage  to  me. 

I told  him,  I hoped  it  had  been  for  my  good, 
even  to  the  better  establishing  me  in  the 
Truth,  and  therefore  would  not  have  him  be 
afflicted  about  it,  and  according  to  the  measure 
of  grace  received  did  what  I could  both  by 
example  and  precept  for  his  good.  And  my 

•Saying,  “Come  in,’  -From Dublin  Edition,  1820. 


advice  was  for  him  to  fight  through  here, 
fearing  he  would  grow  weaker  and  the  Enemy 
gain  advantage  over  him  if  he  thus  fled;  but 
all  I could  say  did  not  prevail  against  his 
moving,  and  hearing  of  a place  at  Borden  - 
Town,  went  there,  but  that  did  not  suit. 

He  then  moved  to  Mount  Holly,  and  there 
we  settled.  He  got  a good  school  and  so  did 
I.  Here  we  might  have  done  very  well;  we 
soon  got  our  house  prettily  furnished  for  poor 
folks. 

I now  began  to  think  I wanted  but  one 
thing  to  complete  my  happiness,  viz.,  the 
reformation  of  my  husband,  which,  alas,  I had 
too  much  reason  to  doubt,  for  it  fell  out  ac- 
cording to  my  fears,  and  he  grew  worse  here, 
and  took  much  to  drinking,  so  that  it  seemed 
as  if  my  life  was  to  be  a continual  scene  of 
sorrow;  and  most  earnestly  I prayed  to  Al- 
mighty God  to  endue  me  with  patience  to 
bear  my  affliction  and  submit  to  His  Provi- 
dence, which  I can  say  in  truth,  I did  without 
murmuring,  or  ever  uttering  an  unsavory  ex- 
pression, to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  except 
once,  my  husband  coming  home  a little  in 
drink  (in  which  frame  he  was  very  fractious), 
and  finding  me  at  work  by  a candle,  came 
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to  me  and  put  it  out,  and  fetching  me  a 
box  on  the  ear,  said,  \ ou  don  t earn  youi 
light. 

On  which  unkind  usage  (for  he  had  not 
struck  me  for  two  years  before,  so  that  it 
went  hard  with  me),  I uttered  these  rash  ex- 
pressions: Thou  art  a vile  man;  and  was  a 
little  angry,  but  soon  recover’d  and  was 
sorry  for  it.  He  struck  me  again,  which  I 
received  without  so  much  as  a word  in  return, 
and  likewise  displeased  him. 

So  he  went  on  in  a distracted-like  manner, 
uttering  several  expressions  that  bespoke 
despair,  as  that  lie  now  believed  lie  was  pre- 
destinated to  damnation,  and  he  did  not  care 
how  soon  God  would  strike  him  dead,  and 
the  like. 

I durst  say  but  little;  at  length,  in  the  bit- 
terness of  my  soul,  broke  oul  in  these  ex- 
pressions: Lord,  look  down  on  mine  afflictions 
and  deliver  me  by  some  way  or  other.  I was 
answered;  I should  be;  and  so  I was,  but  in 
such  a manner  as  I verily  thought  it  would 
have  killed  me. 

In  a little  time  he  went  to  Burlington, 
where  he  got  in  drink,  and  enlisted  himself  to 
go  a common  soldier  to  Cuba,  Anno  i74°- 


63 


I had  drank  many  bitter  cups,  but  this 
seemed  to  exceed  them  all,  for  indeed  my 
senses  seemed  shaken. 

I now  a thousand  times  blam’d  myself 
for  making  such  rash  unadvised  requests, 
fearing  I had  displeased  God  in  it;  and, 
tho’  He  had  granted  it,  it  was  in  dis- 
pleasure, and  suffered  to  be  in  this  manner 
to  punish  me;  tho'  I can  truly  say  I never 
desired  his  death  no  more  than  my  own; 
nay,  not  so  much. 

I have  since  had  cause  to  believe  his  mind 
was  benefitted  by  the  undertaking  (which 
hope  makes  up  for  all  I’ve  suffered  from  him), 
being  informed  he  did  in  the  army  what  he 
could  not  do  at  home,  viz.,  suffered  for  the 
testimony  of  truth. 

When  they  came  to  prepare  for  an  engage- 
ment he  refused  to  fight,  for  which  he  was 
stripped'1'-  and  brought  before  the  General, 
who  asked  him  w'hy  he  enlisted  if  he  would 
not  fight  ? 

I did  it,  said  he,  in  a drunken  frolic,  when 
the  Devil  had  the  better  of  me,  but  my  judg- 
ment is  convinced  that  I ought  not,  neither 
will  I whatever  I suffer.  I have  but  one  life 
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and  you  may  take  that  if  you  please,  but  I’ll 
never  take  up  arms. 

They  used  him  with  much  cruelty  to  make 
him  yield,  but  could  not,  by  means  whereof 
he  was  so  disabled  that  the  General  sent  him 
to  the  hospital  at  Chelsea,  where,  in  nine 
months,  he  died,  and  I hope  made  a good 
end,  for  which  I prayed  both  night  and  day 
till  I heard  of  his  death. 

Thus  I thought  it  my  duty  to  say  what  I 
could  in  his  favor,  as  I’ve  been  obliged  to  say 
so  much  of  his  hard  usage  to  me,  all  which  1 
hope  did  me  good,  and  altho’  he  was  so  bad, 
yet  had  several  good  properties,  and  I never 
thought  him  the  worst  of  men.  He  was  one 
1 loved,  and  had  he  let  religion  have  its  per- 
fect work  I should  have  thought  myself  happy 
in  the  lowest  state  of  life;  and  I’ve  cause  to 
bless  God,  who  enabled  me,  in  the  station  of 
a wife,  to  do  my  duty,  and  now  a widow  to 
submit  to  His  Will;  always  believing  every 
thing  He  doth  to  be  right. 

May  He,  in  all  stations  of  life,  so  preserve 
me  by  the  Arm  of  Divine  Power,  that  I may 
never  forget  His  tender  mercies  to  me;  the 
remembrance  whereof  doth  often  bow  my 
soul  in  humility  before  His  Throne,  saying, 
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Lord!  what  was  I,  that  Thou  should  have  re- 
vealed to  me  the  knowledge  of  Thy  truth  and 
do  so  much  for  me,  who  deserved  Thy  dis- 
pleasure rather,  but  in  me  Thou  hast  shown 
Thy  long  suffering  and  tender  mercy.  May 
Thou,  O God,  be  glorified  and  I abased,  for 
it  is  Thy  own  works  that  praise  Thee,  and  of 
a truth  to  the  humble  soul  Thou  makest  every 
bitter  thing  sweet. 


APPENDIX. 


There  ends  what  was  perfected  by  her  pen 
before  she  left  home,  which  was  the  nth,  5th 
mo.,  1753,  tho’  she  had  made  some  beginning, 
and  several  times  expressed  to  me  a desire  to 
commemorate  the  further  gracious  dealings 
of  Divine  Providence  with  her,  and  leave 
some  hints  of  her  experience  for  the  service  ol 
such  as  should  think  worth  while  to  read  what 
she  wrote;  but  a concern  for  visiting  the 
churches  abroad  prevailing  so  weightily  on 
her  mind,  it  took  place  of  all  other  concerns. 

Her  husband  had  been  gone  some  more 
than  two  years,  before  she  had  the  certain  ac- 
count of  his  death ; he  left  her  several  score 
pounds  in  debt,  for  which,  by  law,  she  was 
not  answerable,  because  without  effects;  yet, 
as  there  were  many  creditors  who  complained, 
saying,  They  would  not  have  trusted  him  if 
it  had  not  been  for  his  wife’s  sake;  she  there- 
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fore  (that  truth  might  not  suffer)  engaged  to 
pay  them  all  as  fast  as  she  could,  and  as  soon 
as  ability  was  afforded  settled  to  school  keep- 
ing, whereby  and  with  her  needle  she  main- 
tained herself  handsomely,  and  by  degrees 
paid  off  all  the  said  debts  in  the  time  of  her 
widowhood,  in  which  time  she  also  travelled 
considerably  in  the  service  of  Truth. 

In  the  9th  mo.,  1746,  we  were  married  at 
Burlington  (West  Jersey)  in  endeared  affec- 
tion, and  the  sense  of  Truth  greatly  prevailing 
at  the  time;  which  blessings  thro’  mercy  con- 
tinuing, made  our  company  mutually  dear  and 
agreeable  even  to  a wish. 

Yet  we  must  part.  Sufficiently  convinced 
that  her  Lord  and  Master  called  for  her  ser- 
vice abroad,  my  heart  was  prepared  and  made 
willing  to  resign  a darling  and  worthy  object 
indeed,  of  my  love  and  delight.  And  tho’  it 
hath  pleased  the  Lord  (who  is  above  all 
worthy)  to  remove  her  without  indulging  my 
longing  desires  of  once  more  rejoicing  with 
her  in  time;  yet,  being  fully  satisfied  that 
she  is  taken  from  the  troubles  thereof  to  a 
happy  eternity,  I feel  a good  degree  of  com- 
fortable composure  and  resignation  to  the 
Divine  Will;  believing  (as  she  did)  whatso- 
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ever  He  doth  is  right;  never  having  once  re- 
pented my  giving  her  up  to  the  service  of 
1 ruth,  in  which  she  died,  as  aforesaid. 

AARON  ASHBRIDGE. 


In  what  follows  on  page  69,  etc.,  the  head- 
ing:—“A  Testimony  from  the  National 
Meeting  ol  Ireland,  held  in  Dublin,  concern- 
ing Elizabeth  Ashbridge,’  is  not  copied  from 
the  Manuscript  of  Anne  Emlen,  Jun.,  but 
from  the  edition  of  Dublin,  1820. 

In  the  Manuscript,  there  is,  instead  of  the 
above,  the  following  heading: — “Some  ac- 
count of  the  latter  end  of  Elizabeth  Ash- 
bridge, Wife  o(  Aaron  Ashbridge,  of  Goshen, 
in  Chester  County,  Pennsylvania.” 

The  Manuscript  has  the  name  of  “John 
Gough,  at  the  end  of  this  Account,  as  see 
page  75-  which  the  edition  of  Dublin,  1820, 
has  not.  C.  C.  C. 


TESTIMONY 


FROM  THE 

NATIONAL  MEETING  OF  IRELAND 

HELD  IN  DUBLIN, 

Concerning  Elizabeth  Ashbridge. 


In  the  year  1753,  apprehending  it  required 
of  her  to  visit  the  Meetings  of  Friends  in 
England  and  Ireland,  she  left  her  outward 
habitation  with  the  consent  of  her  husband 
and  the  unity  and  approbation  of  Friends  (as 
appears  by  her  certificate)  and  performed  a 
religious  visit  to  many  Meetings  in  this  nation 
to  the  general  satisfaction  of  Friends;  wherein 
she  endured  so  much  bodily  hardship  in  trav- 
elling, and  underwent  so  much  spiritual  exer- 
cise of  mind,  that  she  fell  dangerously  ill  at 
the  city  of  Cork;  and  to  those  two  causes  she 
always  imputed  her  disease. 

69 


70 


After  recovering  so  much  strength  .is  to 
be  able  to  proceed  on  her  journey  she  left 
Cork  and  came  to  Waterford  to  the  house  of 
our  friend,  John  Hutchinson,  where  she  re- 
mained very  much  indisposed  for  the  most 
part  of  fourteen  weeks,  and  in  that  interval 
was  at  the  Province  Meeting  of  Clonmel, 
where  she  had  extraordinary  service,  from 
thence  got  to  the  County  of  Carlow  and  to 
the  house  of  our  friend,  Robert  Lecky. 

Whilst  there  some  expressions  which  she 
uttered  in  an  affecting  manner  were  taken 
down  in  writing,  and  are  as  follows: 

Theyth,  5th  mo.,  1755,  Elizabeth  Ashbridge 
being  sorely  afflicted  with  pain  of  body,  ex- 
pressed her  fear  of  not  being  patient  enough 
under  it,  but  several  times  desired  it,  saying, 
Oh  ! dearest  Goodness  grant  me  patience  till 
my  change  come,  and  then  enable  me;  do  not 
forsake  me  Lord  of  my  life. 

And  speaking  of  what  she  had  suffered, 
said,  Words  could  not  express  nor  thought 
conceive  what  she  had  gone  thro’  these  seven 
months,  for  what  cause  the  Lord  only  knew. 
Altho'  it  had  been  so  with  her,  yet  she  would 
not  have  any  be  discouraged,  for  her  Master 
(she  said)  was  a good  Master,  and  she  did  not 


71 


grudge  suffering  for  Him;  tho’  He  chastised 
His  children  ’tis  for  some  good  end,  some- 
times for  their  own  and  sometimes  for  the 
good  of  others;  and  said  she  did  not  repent 
coming  into  the  Nation,  tho’  she  was  so  tried, 
being  satisfied  she  was  in  her  place,  and  that 
it  was  the  requirings  of  Him  who  had  sup- 
ported her  to  a miracle. 

And  now  it  looked  as  if  two  poor  women 
were  sent  to  lay  down  their  lives  as  a sacrifice, 
while  strong  men  could  be  at  ease,  or  to  this 
purpose,  (her  companion,  Sarah  Worrall,  hav- 
ing departed  this  life  at  Cork  a short  time 
before''.  And  as  many  faithful  servants  had 
been  sufferers  in  this  land,  they  not  being  the 
first,  nor,  she  thought,  would  not  be  the  last. 

She  mentioned  something  of  its  lying  heavy 
on  the  inhabitants  of  it,  if  there  was  not  an 
amendment,  but  for  those  who  had  put  their 
hand  to  the  plough  she  desired  such  might  go 
on  with  courage,  and  said  God  was  on  their 
side,  and  that  it  was  happy  for  those  who  con- 
sidered their  Creator  in  the  days  of  their 
youth. 

Another  time  in  extreme  pain  cried,  Lord 
look  down  upon  me,  and  begged  that  patience 
(her  old  companion)  might  not  leave  her,  and 
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said,  Tho’  pain  of  body  was  her  portion  at 
present,  thro’  the  mercies  of  a gracious  God 
her  mind  was  pretty  easy;  tho’  sometimes  she 
feared  that  she  was  not  quite  fitted,  Gut  de- 
sired that  His  hand  might  not  spare  nor  His 
eye  pity  till  she  was  wholly  fitted  for  that 
glorious  mansion  which  she  aimed  at,  and 
into  which  nothing  that’s  unholy  can  enter, 
yet  had  a hope  that  'twas  not  in  wrath  she 
was  chastised,  for  she  had  to  acknowledge 
that  she  felt  the  touches  of  Divine  love  to  her 
soul,  and  said  that  she  loved  the  truth,  and 
those  that  loved  it  were  precious  to  her  life, 
whether  relations  or  not,  and  that  she  had 
sought  it  from  her  youth,  and  was  thankful 
for  being  preserved  so  as  never  to  bring  a 
blemish  on  it,  but  had  done  what  she  could 
for  it. 

A friend  taking  leave  of  her  she  told  him 
whether  he  heard  of  her  life  or  death  she 
hoped  it  would  be  well.  Some  Friends  being 
with  her,  she  said  something  of  the  singularity 
of  her  trials,  but  that  the  hand  that  permitted 
them  had  an  indisputable  right,  to  which  she 
seemed  resigned,  whether  in  life  or  death, 

hoping  it  would  be  well.  _ 

She  said  she  loved  the  truth,  and  it  had 
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been  her  support,  and  desired  those  who  had 
began  to  walk  in  it  to  keep  close  to  it  and  it 
would  never  leave  them. 

She  seemed  thankful  that  the  beauty  of  this 
world  and  the  enjoyments  of  it,  were  stained 
in  her  view  and  she  made  willing  to  give  up 
all;  the  hardest  was  for  her  dear  husband, 
being  so  far  from  him,  but  even  that  was  made 
easier  than  she  could  expect.  Being  wished 
a good  night’s  rest,  she  said,  that  was  what 
she  did  not  expect,  to  be  free  from  pain, 
but  that  every  night  that  the  Lord  sent  was 
good,  and  tho’  uneasy,  hoped  they  would  be 
all  good  nights  : and  when  once  the  gulph 
was  shot,  she  would  have  rest. 

Speaking  to  a Friend,  she  said  she  had  en- 
deavored to  live  without  a will,  and  that  she 
hoped  she  had  borne  her  afflictions  with  a 
degree  of  Christian  fortitude.  Being  in  great 
pain  and  asked  whether  she  would  be  settled, 
she  said,  None  could  settle  her  but  One,  and 
in  His  own  time  she  hoped  He  would  : then 
cried  out,  Dearest  Lord  ! tho’  Thou  slay  me 
I’ll  die  at  Thy  feet,  for  I have  loved  Thee 
more  than  life. 

She  spoke  affectionately  to  a friend  who 
visited  her : gratefully  acknowledging  the 
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care  and  tenderness  shown  to  her,  and  counted 
it  a high  favor,  that  the  hearts  and  affections 
of  her  friends  were  open  to  receive  and  sym- 
pathize with  her. 

Having  spoke  something  of  the  exercise  of 
mind  she  went  through  before  her  convince- 
ment,  and  of  the  time  she  got  relief  from 
great  distress  and  was  enabled  to  make  cov- 
enant with  the  Lord,  which  time  she  still  re- 
membered, and  hoped  she  would  never  forget 
it,  being  desirous  often  to  return  to  Bethel 
and  to  remember  the  time  of  her  espousals. 
She  acknowledged  the  advantage  there  was 
in  being  deeply  tried,  and  that  it  was  the  way 
to  be  able  to  speak  comfortably  to  others. 

Having  grown  weaker  for  several  days,  she 
departed  this  life  in  a quiet  frame  the  1 6th  of 
the  5th  mo.,  1755.  On  the  19th  her  corpse, 
accompanied  by  many  friends,  was  conveyed 
in  a solemn  manner  from  our  said  friend 
Robert  Lecky’s  dwelling  house  (where  she 
died)  to  Friends’  Burying  Ground  at  Bally- 
brum  Hill,  where  several  testimonies  were 
borne  to  the  Truth. 

Thus  our  dear  friend  finished  her  course. 
It  remains  briefly  to  add  our  testimony  con- 
cerning her. 
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She  was  a woman  of  an  excellent  natural 
understanding  : In  conversation  cheerful,  yet 
grave  and  instructive  : she  felt  the  afflictions 
of  others  with  a tender  sympathy,  yet  bore 
her  own  with  patience  and  resignation. 

As  a Minister  she  was  deep  in  travail,  clear 
in  her  openings,  plain  and  pertinent  in  her 
expressions.  Solid  and  awful  in  her  deport- 
ment, and  attended  with  that  baptizing  power, 
which  is  the  evidence  of  a living  ministry;  and 
which. so  eminently  attended  her,  in  the  last 
testimony  she  bore  in  a public  meeting  (in 
great  bodily  weakness  ),  that  most  or  all  present 
were  reached  and  deeply  affected  thereby;  and 
a young  woman  was  convinced  of  the  truth  to 
which  she  bore  testimony,  which  was  as  a seal 
to  the  finishing  her  service  in  the  work  of  the 
ministry.  In  which  being  so  owned  of  her 
Master,  we  have  no  doubt,  but  she  now  re- 
ceives the  reward  of  the  faithful  servant  and 
is  entered  into  the  joy  of  her  Lord. 


JOHN  GOUGH. 


A 


LAMENTATION 


ON 

THE  DEATH 


OF 

Elizabeth  Ashbridge . 


The  dolor  of  my  bleeding  heart  no  tongue 
nor  pen  can  declare.  My  hope,  which,  alas, 

I thought  well  grounded,  being  raised  very 
high  in  expectation  of  once  more  rejoicing 
with  her,  my  dearly  beloved,  in  the  fear  of 
the  Lord,  as  we  have  often  done  with  inex- 
pressible pleasure  : the  strongest  sacred  ties 
as  well  as  the  most  tender  natural  affection 
endearing,  is  even  now  all  cut  off  quick  and 
vanished. 

O,  lovely  creature  ! possessed  of  a more 
lovely  mind,  adorned  with  grace  and  truth, 
exalted  on  the  wings  of  ever-lasting  love, 
thou' rt  lied  to  the  regions  of  eternal  peace 
76 
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and  rest;  there  always  to  enjoy  the  full  fruition 
of  that  divine  soul-melting  pleasure,  which 
was  thy  chief  concern  to  seek  for  self  and 
others  whilst  on  earth. 

Oh  ! that  it  had  been  my  happy  lot  to  have 
gone  with  thee  out  of  time  into  eternity.  All 
this  world  and  ten  times  more  worth,  and  at 
my  command,  would  I now  gladly  give  to  be 
where  thou  art,  even  in  perfect  peace,  where 
no  torment  toucheth.  I lament  my  loss  and 
the  church’s  loss  of  thee.  O,  anointed  of 
the  Lord  and  noble  warrior!  thou  gave  up  thy 
life  in  a glorious  cause. 

I bewail  my  lonely  condition,  I mourn 
without  a mate.  I sorrow,  yet  with  hope  that 
my  soul  may  also  see  an  end  of  trouble, 
which  I don’t  expect  in  this  world,  having 
nothing  in  it  left  for  which  I even  desire  to 
live. 

Therefore,  O Lord,  do  thou  prepare  and 
let  me  go  hence  out  of  the  way  of  tempta- 
tions, which  sorely  beset,  and  yet  thy  will 
be  done. — Amen. 

AARON  ASHBRIDGE. 

Written  next  morning  after  the 
grievous  account  came,  being  the 
1 2th,  8th  mo.,  1755. 


MEMORANDA. 


The  foregoing  Account  of  the  Life  ol 
Elizabeth  Ashbridge  is  copied  from  an  old 
Manuscript  Hook  in  the  handwriting  of  Anne 
Emlen,  Jun.,  daughter  of  the  third  George 
Emlen  and  Anne  < Reckless),  his  wife. 

Anne  Emlen,  Jun.,  was  born  the  30th  of 
4th  mo.  (April),  1755.  She  married  Warner 
Mifflin  the  9th  of  10th  mo.,  1788,  and  de- 
ceased 3d  mo.,  22d,  1815. 

A Minister  of  the  Society  of  Friends. 

Her  two  sons  deceased  unmarried: 

Lemuel  Mifflin,  8th  mo.,  9th,  1824,  aged 
about  thirty-two  years: 

Samuel  Mifflin;  date  of  decease  unknown 
to  the  writer. 


The  following  memoranda,  concerning  the 
different  editions  of  the  Life  of  Elizabeth 
Ashbridge,  are  extracted  from  Joseph  Smith’s 
Descriptive  Catalogue  of  Friends’  Hooks; 
published  in  London,  1867,  vol.  i,  pp.  135- 
1 36. 


MEMORANDA. 


79 


Ashbridge,  Elizabeth,  of  Burling  toil,  West 
Jersey , North  America. 

Some  account  of  the  fore  part  of 

the  Life  of  Elizabeth  Ashbridge 
— Nantwich.  Printed  by  J. 

Bromley,  1774. 

Some  account  of — Elizabeth  Ash- 
bridge— Liverpool.  Printed  by 
James  Smith,  1806. 

Reprinted  (for  Benjamin  Kite,  by 

John  Adams,  C.  C.  C.)  Phila- 
delphia, 1807. 

Reprinted,  entitled:  Some  ac- 
count of  the  early  part  of  the 
Life  of  Elizabeth  Ashbridge — 
Dublin.  Printed  by  Christo- 
pher Bentham,  1820. 

Reprinted  in  “The  Friends’  Li- 
brary;’’ edited  by  Wm.  and 
Thos.  Evans,  vol.  iv.  Phila- 
delphia, 1840. 

Reprinted,  entitled:  “A  Sketch 

of  the  early  Life  of  Elizabeth 
Ashbridge,”  etc.  Brighton, 
Arthur  Wallis.  London,  Chas. 
Gilpin,  1846. 
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memoranda. 


The  before  mentioned  editions  of  1774  and 
1846,  have  never  been  seen  by  the  writer. 

The  other  four  editions, — 1806,  1807,  1820 
and  1840  are  printed  from  two  distinctly  dif- 
ferent forms  of  text;  that  vary  but  little  as  to 
the  facts  or  substance,  but  vary  decidedly  as 
to  the  language  used;  though  they  all  four 
claim  to  be  “ Written  by  herself.” 

The  editions  of  1806,  1807  and  1840  have 


about  the  same  text,  as  to  facts  and  language. 

The  edition  of  Dublin,  1820,  has  a different 
text,  as  to  language,  from  the  above  men- 
tioned three.  But  is  closely  the  same,  both 
as  to  facts  and  language,  with  the  text  of 
Anne  Emlcn,  Junior's,  manuscript.  It  has 
been  used,  in  several  places,  to  make  altera- 
tions in,  or  additions  to,  her  text. 


Charles  Caleb  Cresson, 

6th  mo.,  19th,  1886. 
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MARGARET  ELLIS’  JOURNAL. 


CONCERNING  MY  EXPERIENCE 

OF  THE  DEALINGS  OF  THE  LORD 
WITH  ME  FROM  MY  YOUTH. 

At  fourteen  years  of  age  the  call  of  the 
Lord  was  to  me,  when  seeing  some  of  my 
companions  carried  to  their  graves;  a con- 
cern came  over  my  mind,  with  a consideration 
whither  their  souls  were  gone,  and  where 
mine  would  be  if  I should  be  taken  away, 
and  that  followed  me  and  remained  on  my 
mind  for  many  days,  till  my  parents  observed 
something  more  than  ordinary  in  my  counte- 
nance. 

Thereupon  they  sent  for  a priest  to  examine 
the  cause,  which  he  did,  and  my  answer  was, 
that  . I was  afraid  of  dying,  lest  I should  not 
be  saved,  and  then  he  inquired  of  me  con- 
cerning the  Catechism  and  Sacrament,  which 
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I could  readily  answer  to,  having  learned 
them  several  years  before;  upon  which  the 
poor  priest  was  at  a stand — and  could  not 
well  direct  me  what  I should  do. 

Hut  at  last  he  would  have  me  to  come  and 
take  the  bread  and  wine,  called  the  Sacra- 
ment; and  when  I came  to  their  church,  so 
called,  for  that  purpose,  I received,  upon  my 
knees,  the  bread  out  of  his  hand. 

At  that  instant  there  came  a voice,  clearly 
speaking  to  me  in  my  heart,  that  that  would 
not  do  to  save  the  soul;  and  the  same  also  as 
to  the  wine;  and  self  pleaded  within  me — why 
should  not  that  do  when  the  priest  said  it 
would  do  ? and  my  father,  mother  and  good 
neighbors  said  it  would  do;  which  pleading 
followed  me  several  days,  till  at  length  the 
inclination  of  self,  and  being  willing  to  have 
an  easy  way,  the  Witness  of  God  in  my  heart 
was  suppressed  and  overcome  in  me,  making 
choice  of  the  broad  way  which  leads  to  de- 
struction thro’  vanity  and  diversions  of  the 
world,  forgetting  the  Lord  days  without 
number. 

Yet  he  did  not  forget  me,  for  in  less  than 
seven  years  afterwards  his  call  was  inwardly 
to  me  again  in  my  soul  as  before  concerning 
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eternity,  and  how  it  might  be  with  me  here- 
after, and  then  I returned  in  earnest  to  look 
within  to  my  own  state  and  condition,  and  to 
the  anointing  mentioned  by  the  Apostle  John, 
which  opened  clearly  in  my  mind,  to  wit: 
“But  the  Anointing  which  ye  have  received 
of  him  abideth  in  you,  and  ye  need  not  that 
any  man  teach  you,  but  as  the  same  anointing 
teacheth  you  all  things,  and  is  truth  and  is  no 
lie.” 

Upon  which  I concluded  not  to  make 
known  or  discover  my  inward  exercise  of 
mind  to  any  man,  inasmuch  as  that  the  teach- 
ing of  the  Lord  was  so  <near  as  in  the  heart 
that  there  was  no  need  of  seeking  after  Christ 
by  adhering  to  men,  wrhen  they  should  say 
lo  here,  or  lo  there  is  Christ  ! when  the  king- 
dom of  heaven  is  within. 

And  then  about  that  time  I was  under  a 
close  exercise  of  mind,  often  in  secret  prayer 
to  the  Lord  that  he  would  be  pleased  to  mani- 
fest to  me  my  duty  to  him,  what  way  I should 
walk  in  so  as  to  please  him,  what  I should  do 
and  what  leave  undone,  still  being  willing  to 
continue  among  the  people  of  the  Church  of 
England,  with  whom  my  heart’s  delight  was. 

At  the  same  time  a voice  run  thro’  my  soul 
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that  I was  seeking  the  living  amongst  the 
dead,  and  life  where  it  was  not;  and  also  the 
call  of  the  Lord  to  Samuel  before  he  was  ac- 
quainted with  the  Word  of  the  Lord  came 
fresh  into  my  mind;  that  he  went  to  the  priest 
to  inquire  what  the  voice  was  (supposing  he 
had  called  him)  who  directed  Samuel  to  the 
Lord  himself;  but  when  I went  to  the  priest 
he  did  not  do  as  Eli  did,  but  directed  me  to 
the  outward  elements  of  bread  and  wine, 
where  no  comfort  at  all  was  to  be  found. 

About  that  time  a certain  woman,  one  of 
the  neighbors,  being  sick,  sent  for  me  when 
1 was  gone  to  church — and  they  called  me 
in  as  I was  going  home — and  desired  me  to 
pray  by  her,  but  I was  at  a loss  for  want  of 
my  common  prayer  book,  which  at  that  time 
I had  forgot  to  take  with  me,  yet  thought  I 
might  pray  without  it,  being  so  often  used  to 
it,  and  ventured  to  kneel  down  with  other 
people  by  the  bedside  of  the  sick  person. 

Hut  all  manner  of  prayer  was  taken  from 
me,  so  that  1 could  not  express  one  word  of 
the  common  prayer,  and  remaining  so  a little- 
while  was  unexpectedly  endued  with  such  a 
power  and  fervency  of  spirit  as  1 never  felt 
before,  and  prayed  ior  a long  time,  to  the 
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great  admiration  of  the  people  present,  who 
were  under  great  tenderness,  as  I understood 
afterwards,  scarce  knowing  whether  I was  in 
the  body  or  out  of  it. 

And  I saw  one  arrayed  in  white  clothing 
coming  to  tell  me  that  that  woman  would  die 
soon,  whereupon  I was  just  like  one  coming 
out  of  a trance,  and  I acquainted  the  sick 
woman’s  daughter  of  it,  and  that  she  should 
make  preparations  for  her  mother’s  burial; 
accordingly,  she  did  die  in  a short  time. 

Afterwards  the  report  of  this  was  carried 
to  my  father’s  house,  and  my  mother  was 
very  inquisitive  to  know  in  what  book  I met 
with  such  prayers,  as  the  people  had  said  they 
never  had  heard  the  like  before.  I answered 
that  I learned  it  out  of  no  book  at  all,  lor  in- 
deed it  was  thro’  the  inspiration  of  the  Holy 
and  Divine  Spirit. 

Awhile  after  this  I went  to  a place  of  mer- 
riment, among  my  companions,  whereat  I 
was  used  to  sing,  dance  and  play  at  cards  with 
them;  but,  at  length,  when  on  a certain  time 
I went  about  such  things  I could  not  do  any- 
thing about  them,  the  call  ol  the  Lord  being 
expressly  to  me  to  depart  from  them. 

And  when  I gave  up  in  obedience  thereto, 
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and  had  told  them  of  my  uneasiness,  they 
would  fain  have  persuaded  me  to  stay  longer; 
but  I signified  I had  tarried  long  enough 
among  them  to  my  sorrow,  and  that  I would 
not  come  among  them  any  more. 

Whereupon  three  of  my  companions  ac- 
companied me  home,  and  in  the  way  I told 
them  that  it  opened  in  my  mind  to  tell  them 
it  were  well  if  the  Lord  did  not  open  the 
earth  and  swallow  us  up  for  our  vanity,  with 
more  to  the  like  effect  that  I had  to  say  to 
them,  at  which  they  greatly  admired  and  were 
broken  into  tenderness. 

Still  the  same  thing,  as  before  mentioned, 
remained  very  much  on  my  mind  concerning 
outward  and  formal  worship,  and  of  seeking 
the  living  amongst  the  dead,  and  life  where 
it  was  not. 

And  as  my  brother  had  been  among  Friends 
a little  before  (he  living  then  at  a place  called 
Deloberan,  where  was  a Meeting)  I had  a 
mind  to  pay  him  a visit,  and  asked  leave  of 
my  parents  to  go  and  see  my  brother.  When 
I came  there  I went  with  him  to  the  Meeting, 
which  was  the  first  I was  at  among  Friends. 

In  this  Meeting  Robert  Griffiths,  a worthy 
minister,  being  there,  preached  the  gospel, 
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and  in  his  testimony  very  much  affected  my 
mind  with  great  tenderness,  opening  to  me 
my  state  and  condition, — declaring  the  very 
►matter  and  things  that  had  rested  upon  my 
mind  for  a considerable  time  beiore, — as  if  he 
had  known  them;  but  I hid  my  exercise  as 
much  as  I could,  being  unwilling  that  anyone 
should  discover  the  tenderness  of  spirit  I was 
under. 

After  Meeting,  my  brother  asked  me  what 
I thought  of  their  preacher  (in  my  answering 
him — as  I was  unwilling  he  should  know  how 
effectually  I was  reached)  I lightly  told  him 
the  Friend  was  either  a witch  or  a prophet. 

And  when  I returned  home  my  mother  ac- 
quainted me  a little  before  I went  to  sleep 
that  one  of  the  neighbors  had  spoke  to  her 
that  she  should  not  let  me  go  to  see  my 
brother  lest  I should  also  become  a Quaker. 

Whereupon  I was  so  greatly  enraged  with 
anger  against  that  neighbor  that  I could  have 
found  in  my  heart  to  be  revenged  of  her  for 
supposing  I should  turn  Quaker,  which  at 
that  time  I seemed  to  scorn,  and  was  in  such 
a passion  that  1 was  very  unfit  to  say  my 
prayers,  as  usual,  when  I went  to  bed,  omit- 
ting them  at  that  time. 
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And  when  I was  in  bed  that  night  (my 
mother  sitting  up  longer  after  me  by  the  fire) 
1 was,  I thought,  in  something  of  a trance, 
wherein  I heard,  as  it  were,  the  sound  of  a 
trumpet  with  a call  to  all  the  ends  ol  the 
earth;  and  then  there  appeared  to  me  a fire 
surrounding  the  bed  I was  in,  as  if  the  cur- 
tains had  been  all  of  a light  fire;  and  1 called 
out  to  my  mother  to  know  il  the  house  was 
on  tire.  Upon  her  coming  up  to  me  I told 
her  what  I had  heard  and  seen,  at  which  she 
seemed  greatly  surprised,  and  said  it  was  the 
devil  had  come  to  me  because  I went  to  bed 
without  praying. 

But  I was  so  terrified,  that  almost  all  those 
things  which  were  upon  my  mind  before  came 
into  my  view  with  a very  heavy  exercise,  that 
I was  ready  to  conclude  the  call  of  the  trumpet 
to  the  ends  of  the  earth  was  directly  to  me  as 
well  as  others,  and  that  to  find  peace  of  mind 
1 was  willing  to  be  a Quaker  or  any  thing 
else,  as  the  Lord  should  be  pleased  to  manifest 
what  was  my  duty  to  do- 

After  that  I went  to  Friends’  Meetings, 
about  fourteen  miles  or  more  from  home,  as 
privately  and  hiddenly  as  possibly  1 could. 
My  father  perceiving  my  zeal  in  going  to 


Meetings  was  willing  to  have  me  to  their 
church  to  meet  three  or  four  priests;  there  to 
discourse  with  them,  to  try  how  they  could 
prevail  with  me  to  bring  me  off  from  the 
Quakers  before  he  would  give  me  his  blessing. 

Accordingly  I went,  but  in  that  conference 
their  deceit  and  formality  was  manifested  to 
me  that  I very  clearly  saw  their  emptiness; 
upon  which  I acquainted  my  father  that  I 
would  never  more  come  to  their  church  unless 
it  should  be  to  his  or  my  mother’s  burial. 

This  resolution  was  so  displeasing  to  him 
that  ever  after  he  carried  himself  severe  and 
hard  towards  me:  but  my  mother,  on  the  con- 
trary, commiserated  my  case,  and  seeing  me 
resolved  to  continue  to  attend  Friends’  Meet- 
ings encouraged  me  to  go  and  live  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Deloberan,  where  the  Meet- 
ing was;  and  furnished  me  with  good  clothes 
and  some  wool  to  keep  myself  employed  with 
— and  money  to  pay  for  my  board,  which  I 
gratefully  accepted,  and  took  up  my  abode 
there  with  a widow  woman  accordingly. 

At  that  time  there  was  a young  man  near 
Deloberan  that  had  been  lately  convinced, 
with  whom  sometimes  I had  religious  con- 
versation; and  there  being  in  the  neighbor- 


hood  sickness,  which  raged  among  the  people, 
this  young  man  was  taken  very  ill  with  it,  and 
in  all  appearance  likely  to  die. 

I went  sometimes  to  visit  him, — when  ask- 
ing him  how  it  was  with  him  as  to  his  future 
state  and  what  he  thought  of  it;  he  told  me 
he  was  afraid  it  would  not  be  well  with  him, 
and  seemed  very  unwilling  to  die,  desiring  1 
would  prav  for  him;  which  indeed  brought  a 
heavy  exercise  on  my  mind,  in  consideration 
of  his  being  convinced  and  joined  with 
Friends,  that  yet  he  should  be  so  unprovided 
for  his  change,  that  thereupon  I was  con- 
strained to  pray  to  the  Lord  for  him  that  he 
would  heal  him  of  his  sickness,  so  as  to  re- 
cover, if  it  should  stand  good  with  his  blessed 
will. 

And  then  it  was  queried  with  me,  What 
would  1 give  if  he  should  be  made  whole? 
To  which  my  answer  was:  “Lord  I would 
give  all  that  1 was  worth  in  the  world.” 

Whilst  I was  thus  attending  the  young 
man,  a fire  happened  to  the  widow  woman’s 
house  where  I lodged,  and  the  neighbors 
coming  in  to  her  assistance  carried  her  goods 
entirely  out  of  the  house — that  she  lost  not 
so  much  as  the  value  of  five  shillings — whereas 
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not  the  least  thing  was  saved  of  my  clothes, 
or  anything  else  I had  in  the  house  except 
one  petticoat,  and  was  now  stript  of  all  I had 
in  the  house  but  that  and  the  clothes  on  my 
back,  which  I had  used  to  wear  every  day. 
The  young  man  aforesaid  recovered  after  that 
illness  and  grew  well  in  a short  time. 

Being  left  thus  destitute  I had  no  way  left 
for  subsistence  but  to  return  to  my  father’s 
house  again,  where  I was  received;  and  after 
some  time  was  taken  ill  myself  with  a severe 
ague  and  fever — likely  to  carry  me  off — which 
held  me  about  two  months. 

My  father  thereupon  expressed  himself  to 
my  mother  thus,  or  something  after  this  sort, 
to  wit:  That  there  seemed  to  be  a judgment 
from  the  Lord  upon  me  for  my  turning  my 
back  on  the  Catholic  Church ; and  that  he 
should  not  be  sorry  if  I should  die  with  that 
illness  that  he  might  give  me  a Christian 
burial;  but  I prayed  to  the  Lord,  if  I had 
found  favor  in  his  sight  that  I might  recover, 
desiring  not  to  be  buried  after  their  form. 

And  as  I was  musing  at  a certain  time 
whilst  in  my  bed  it  came  fresh  in  my  mind, 
that  if  I would  rise  early  at  break  of  day  and 
take  a turn  out  of  doors  abroad  I should  be 
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well,  and  accordingly  in  the  faith  of  that  I 
did  arise  early  in  the  morning  and  went  to 
walk;  but  my  mother  hearing  me  up  followed 
me  in  again,  and  thereupon  the  ague  quite 
left  me,  and  I was  healed  at  that  very  hour  ; 
as  the  Centurion's  servant  who  was  sick  of 
the  palsy  was  healed  upon  his  applying  to  our 
Saviour — who  said  to  him — as  thou  hast  be- 
lieved, so  be  it  done  to  thee,  and  his  servant 
was  healed  in  the  selfsame  hour. 

But  after  my  sickness  had  left  me  there  re- 
mained in  my  breast  a hard  lump  attended 
with  sore  pain;  upon  which  going  into  the 
garden  and  seeing  certain  herbs  that  grew 
there,  it  sprung  in  my  mind  that  if  I would 
cut  some  ol  them  and  eat  them  it  would  cure 
me,  which  I cut  accordingly  and  desired  my 
mother  to  prepare  them  for  me  (and  after  she 
had  objected  to  me — that  such  herbs  were  not 
used  to  be  eaten),  but  yet  as  I insisted  upon 
it  she  got  them  ready  for  me,  and  quickly 
after  I had  eaten  them  was  entirely  cured  of 
my  malady  and  have  never  had  since  anything 
of  that  illness  to  this  day. 

I continued  then  to  keep  to  Meetings,  walk- 
ing to  them  on  foot,  and  frequently  as  I went 
I've  felt  the  bedewings  of  our  heavenly  Father 
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on  my  soul  to  my  great  comfort  and  encour- 
agement; and  altho’  my  dependence  was  on 
the  powerful  arm  of  the  Lord,  which  had  re- 
deemed me  and  often  wonderfully  supported 
me  in  various  trials  and  afflictions;  yet  through 
the  whisperings  of  the  enemy  I was  ready  to 
let  in  fears,  doubts  and  reasonings,  and  wanted 
still  a further  confirmation  from  the  Lord  as 
to  the  way  I was  in;  humbly  desiring,  if  it 
pleased  him,  that  he  would  show  me  a sign 
for  my  assurance.  That  I might  see  a light 
from  heaven,  in  my  walking  one  night  from  a 
Meeting. 

And  then  answerable  to  my  petition  there 
was  in  the  pathway  as  I passed  along  a great 
brightness  in  my  view  very  wonderful  to 
behold;  at  which  I was  not  in  the  least  sur- 
prised or  afraid,  but  at  that  instant  was  filled 
with  a sense  of  divine  and  heavenly  enjoy- 
ment to  the  great  consolation  of  my  soul; 
blessed  be  the  Name  of  the  Lord  for  his  great 
favor  of  love  and  mercy  to  me,  that  he  should 
so  condescend  and  hearken  to  my  humble 
request,  which  has  been  a great  comfort, 
strength  and  confirmation  to  me  ever  since, 
when  I consider  his  tender  dealings  with  me 
in  the  early  days  of  my  convincement. 


After  a few  years  I began  to  be  concerned 
to  open  my  mouth  in  Friends’  Meetings,  and 
on  a certain  time  was  drawn  in  my  mind  to 
go  to  a little  Meeting  of  Friends  held  on  First 
Days  at  a Friend’s  house  at  a considerable 
distance  from  home;  and  waiting  for  a horse 
was  at  last  disappointed — that  it  was  late  in 
the  day  before  I sat  out— which  was  on  foot, 
but  some  would  fain  have  persuaded  me  it 
was  too  late;  notwithstanding  the  concern 
remained  on  me  to  go,  so  that  I could  not  be 
easy  without  going;  and  even  when  I came 
to  a friend’s  house  within  a mile  of  the  Meet- 
ing it  was  again  assured  me  by  a Friend  that 
Friends  of  the  Meeting  would  be  coming 
back. 

However,  as  the  concern  abode  with  me,  I 
went  forward,  and  when  I came  to  the  Meet- 
ing Friends  were  sitting  quietly  together, 
save  that  some  persons,  strangers  of  note 
were  there,  who  came  out  of  curiosity  and 
gave  some  disturbance  before  I came  in  mak- 
ing a mock  of,  and  deriding  the  Spirit,  urging 
one  and  another  of  the  Friends  to  preach, 
saying,  “ What  ! don't  the  Spirit  move  you 
yet,  now  that  we  came  on  purpose  to  hear?” 
and  more  to  the  like  effect. 
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In  a short  time  I was  concerned  in  the 
Meeting  to  declare  against  peoples  deriding 
of  the  Spirit  and  making  a mock  at  it,  tho’  I 
was  ignorant  of  what  had  been  done  in  the 
Meeting,  and  said  that  what  people  made  a 
mock  at  was  really  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
more  than  at  his  people,  and  how  unworthy 
and  wicked  it  was  to  deride  the  Holy  Spirit, 
with  more  to  that  purpose  ; 

Upon  which  the  principal  of  them,  being 
one  called  a gentlewoman,  signified  after 
Meeting  that  she  was  sorry  they  had  behaved 
as  they  did,  and  confessed  that  what  I said 
must  have  been  revealed  by  the  Spirit  of  God, 
or  else  I could  not  have  known  what  had  been 
done  in  the  Meeting  before  I came  in. 

And  Friends  were  glad  of  my  appearance 
in  Meetings,  wherewith  they  sometimes  ex- 
pressed their  unity,  particularly  at  the  above- 
said  Meeting;  but  yet  I thought  the  way  was 
too  hard  and.  narrow  for  me,  to  be  exposed 
and  under  the  censure  of  everybody,  thinking 
that  I might  do  all  the  good  I possibly  could 
otherwise,  and  be  excused  in  that  service,  not 
duly  considering  that  each  one  ought  to  be 
faithful  in  the  manifestation  of  their  own  gift. 

But  I was  for  choosing  and  cutting  out  my 
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own  way  contrary  to  what  the  Lord  seemed 
to  appoint  for  me,  and  thereupon  darkness 
surrounded  me,  and  when  I came  to  Meetings 
I was  still  under  a cloud  and  heaviness — and 
no  comfort  at  all  could  I meet  with;  in  which 
condition  I continued  for  many  months  to  my 
great  distress  and  anguish  of  soul,  no  light 
appearing  to  me  nor  any  concern  for  offering 
my  gift  in  all  that  time. 

And  then  my  Mother  was  taken  away  out 
of  this  world,  which  still  added  to  my  sorrow, 
that  I may  well  say  disobedience  caused  me  a 
long  wilderness;  but  at  her  burial,  which  I 
attended,  I was  highly  favored  of  the  Lord 
by  the  flowings  in  oi  his  blessed  Divine  Power 
in  my  soul  to  my  great  comfort  after  a long 
nipping  time,  like  a winter  season,  till  it  was 
observed  by  people  of  other  persuasions  that 
I was  endued  with  the  Power  from  above. 

After  which  my  Father  was  for  proposing 
an  agreement  with  me  to  let  me  go  twice  a 
year  only  to  the  Quakers’  Meeting  and  the 
rest  of  the  time  either  to  go  to  church  or 
stay  at  home;  this  was  a hard  lesson  to  me, 
and  was  under  my  consideration  for  a while. 

At  that  time  I had  a great  burden  upon  me 
both  in  Meetings  and  out  of  Meetings,  not 
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being  able  to  discern  the  meaning  or  cause  of 
it.  But  one  night  in  bed,  lying  between  two 
women  Friends,  I heard  my  name  called  very 
distinctly,  which  awaked  me  out  of  my  sleep, 
and  thereupon  I was  filled  with  tenderness 
and  brokenness  of  spirit  to  that  degree  that 
I could  scarce  contain  myself  without  burst- 
ing into  tears,  so  got  softly  out  of  bed,  put 
on  my  clothes  and  went  out  into  a private 
place,  in  a barn,  to  pour  forth  my  spirit  before 
the  Lord  and  give  vent  to  my  exercise,  which 
indeed  was  thro’  abundance  of  tears. 

And  then  was  I in  a vision,  transported  in 
my  mind  above  all  visible  and  transitory 
things,  and  as  it  were  a book  opened  before 
me  wherein  I saw  recorded  all  the  evils  I had 
done  and  committed  from  my  youth,  even  so 
x much  as  the  vain  words  I had  uttered  and  my 
undutiful  language  and  behavior  to  my  pa- 
rents; at  which  I was  greatly  surprised. 

And  whilst  I was  musing  and  under  this 
spiritual  dispensation  I heard  a voice  clearly 
speaking  in  me  by  way  of  query — Wouldst 
thou  forgive  everybody,  or  all  mankind,  their 
offenses  against  thee  on  condition  that  all 
those  transgressions  of  thine  written  in  the 
book  should  be  forgiven  thee?  and  in  that 
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case  and  on  thy  not  repeating  the  like  they 
should  all  be  blotted  out  of  the  book,  but  if 
thou  shouldst  afterwards  be  found  committing 
the  same  again  they  would  rise  up  against 
thee  in  the  day  of  judgment,  to  which  1 re- 
plied: Lord,  I would  willingly  pass  by  and 

lorgive  all  il  thou  wouldst  forgive  me  and 
receive  me  into  thy  rest.  Not  knowing  but  I 
should  have  died  at  that  time. 

Thereupon  I saw  that  on  those  terms  my 
ti  ansgi  essions  were  blotted  out  and  never 
came  again  against  me  to  this  day;  several 
hours  was  I under  this  exercise  of  mind, 
wherein  I was  in  great  tranquility  of  soul,  and 
about  break  ol  day  I saw  I must  live  longer 
in  this  world  and  then  returned  to  the  house, 
washed  myself,  and  went  amongst  the  Friends; 
\\  hereupon  a public  T riend  who  was  there 
seemed  to  take  more  than  ordinary  notice  of 
me,  and  spoke,  saying,  “ Where  had  Margaret 
been,  for  she  looked  so  innocent  as  if  she  had 
been  newly  born.” 

After  awhile,  on  further  considering  my 
Father  s proposition,  I asked  il  he  would  give 
me  leave  to  go  over  to  Pennsylvania,  where 
I understood  there  were  many  Friends  and 
that  I would  work  for  my  livelihood;  to  which 
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he  answered:  “If  I chose  to  live  like  a fool 
and  be  buried  like  a dog,  I might  go  where  I 
would.”  This  also  was  very  hard  for  flesh 
and  blood  to  bear  from  so  near  and  dear  a 
relation,  and  to  part  from  one’s  native  land; 
but  I presently  heard  a voice  within  me,  of 
the  true  Bishop  and  Shepherd  of  souls,  saying, 
that  if  thou  goest  I will  go  along  with  thee; 
which  I found  since  to  be  true,  and  that  he 
hath  been  with  me  hitherto  over  sea  and  land, 
blessed  be  his  Name  forever. 

In  my  voyage  on  the  wide  ocean,  on  ship- 
board, going  over  to  Pennsylvania,  we  had 
not  three  days  together  of  fair  weather  in  a 
passage  of  ten  weeks,  and  yet  was  I,  thro’ 
the  goodness  of  God,  preserved  in  great 
calmness  and  quietness  of  mind  throughout 
the  whole  voyage  tho’  the  seas  were  often 
tempestuous,  being  entirely  resigned  to  the 
Lord’s  will,  insomuch  that  I never  wanted  to 
see  the  land  till  it  appeared. 

At  my  landing  at  Philadelphia  I soon  be- 
came acquainted  with  Friends  there,  the  first 
of  whom  that  took  notice  of  me  and  expressed 
their  friendship  were  Thomas  Chalkley,  Han- 
nah Hill,  Samuel  Preston  and  Samuel  Powell, 
and  afterwards  many  more,  who  gave  me  good 
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council  and  advice,  and  were  very  tender  over 
me,  and  thereupon  I could  not  but  be  thank- 
ful to  the  Almighty  that  he  had  raised  me  up 
such  good  friends  to  be  as  fathers  and  mothers 
in  Israel,  who  were  a great  comfort  and 
strength  to  me  in  a strange  land. 

Some  time  after  this  I began  again  to  be 
concerned  to  appear  in  Meetings  by  way  of 
testimony;  but  great  doubts  and  reasonings 
filled  my  mind  about  it,  after  this  sort,  viz., 
that  now  in  this  land  it  would  be  harder  and 
more  difficult  for  me  than  before,  seeing  that 
I could  speak  the  English  language  but 
brokenly,  and  that  there  were  a great  many 
preachers  there  already,  and  so  would  fain 
have  evaded  and  suppressed  my  concern, 
being  also  ready  with  the  Prophet  to  say  that 
I would  speak  no  more  in  thy  Name,  for  who 
hath  believed  our  report. 

But  these  excuses  did  not  serve  my  turn, 
for  the  Lord  manifested  it  to  me  by  his  Holy 
Spirit  that  he  would  raise  up  more  ministers 
and  messengers  and  send  them  over  sea  and 
land  to  call  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  world  to 
come  to  repentance  and  amendment  of  life, 
and  whether  they  would  hear  or  forbear  he 
would  get  him  honor  through  his  messengers, 
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and  would  be  clear  of  the  blood  of  all,  and 
then  I clearly  saw  that  woe  would  be  to  me 
if  I preached  not  the  gospel. 

After  I had  been  some  time  in  this  country 
of  Pennsylvania,  I was  in  a dream  or  vision, 
as  I lay  in  my  bed,  and  saw,  as  I really 
thought,  a certain  kinsman  of  mine,  who  had 
been  dead  in  Wales  several  years,  come  to 
my  bedside,  to  whom  I spoke  and  said, 
“How  came  thou  hither,  seeing  thou  art  but 
a spirit,  and  hast  been  dead  some  time,  and 
canst  not  speak  till  I speak  to  thee  first? 
which  he  acknowledged  to  be  true. 

I then  asked  him  how  it  was  with  him  and 
where  he  dwelt,  meaning  his  spirit,  where  it 
had  a being.  He  answered,  and  said,  Come 
and  see.”  I then  followed  him  to  a certain 
place — on  the  right  hand  way  as  we  went 
into  which  place  he  entered  and  left  me  on  the 
road;  there  I beheld  a great  number  who  were 
the  spirits  of  just  men  made  perfect,  whose 
food  was,  as  it  were,  of  the  most  exquisite, 
and  delightful  dainties  suitable  to  their  beings, 
on  which  they  lived  continually — wherein  was 
such  excellent  glory  as  was  beyond  expression 
of  tongue,  with  which  my  heart  was  greatly 
ravished. 
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I then  told  one  of  them  that  should  I he 
permitted  to  come  therein,  which  I certainly 
concluded  to  be  heaven,  I would  willingly 
leave  my  body  in  the  bed  to  be  buried  by 
whomsoever  it  might  be.  The  answer  from 
thence  was,  not  yet;  then  I replied,  I would 
gladly  return  again  to  the  body  and  suffer 
whatever  the  Lord  should  permit  to  come 
upon  me,  or  to  that  effect,  for  I thought  all  the 
afflictions  and  tribulations  they  could  possibly 
meet  with  here  during  their  whole  life  in  this 
world,  would  not  be  sufficient  to  purchase  such 
exceeding  joy  and  heavenly  delight  as  was 
there  to  be  met  with. 

And  I turned  back  as  I thought  to  the  body 
again  with  a song  of  joy  in  my  mouth,  crying 
out  with  ecstasy  in  words  expressive  of  the 
enjoyment  which  I there  beheld,  till  one  of  the 
family  was  coming  up  to  me  saying,  what  did 
I want  ? My  answer  was,  nothing  at  all ; don’t 
come  to  me  now. 

Some  time  after  this  when  I met  with  afflic- 
tions and  troubles  I was  ready  to  think  why 
should  these  things  come  upon  me,  and  pres- 
ently I was  rebuked  in  myself  by  remember- 
ing the  former  promise  I had  made  of  my 
readiness  to  suffer  as  aforesaid  and  quickly 
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saw  that  the  spirit  was  willing  but  the  flesh 
was  weak;  a sense  of  which  hath  been  as  a 
great  favor  and  encouragement  to  me  ever 
since,  finding  the  same  peace  of  the  Lord  re- 
maining in  my  heart  to  this  day,  blessed  be 
his  name  forever. 

On  a certain  time  there  was  a debate  at  our 
Monthly  Meeting  attended  with  a difference 
concerning  some  young  people,  but  we  could 
not  discern  which  was  right  and  which  wrong, 
and  thereupon  I was  under  an  exercise  ot 
mind  and  prayed  to  the  Lord  to  this  pur- 
pose, that  he  would  be  pleased  to  manifest  to 
me  how  the  matter  really  was,  and  that  I 
might  have  wisdom  given  me  to  be  instru- 
mental in  reconciling  the  said  difference. 

And  that  night  in  a dream  an  elderly  man 
with  white  hair  and  white  clothing  seemed  to 
appear  and  told  me  exactly  how  the  matter 
was  and  that  I should  visit  those  families  in 
order  to  set  it  right,  and  accordingly  I did  as 
well  as  I could. 

And  in  the  very  same  night,  as  far  as  we 
could  understand,  a woman  Friend  dreamed 
that  she  saw  at  a porch,  in  Friends’  burying- 
ground  a bed  with  white  linen  on  it  and  four 
angels  standing  by;  whom  she  asked  if  she 
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should  rest  on  that  bed,  and  they  said  if 
her  clothes  were  clean  she  might;  and  hearing 
them  discoursing  together,  how  that  one  of 
them  was  sent  to  convey  the  souls  of  the 
righteous  into  heaven,  and  that  another  of 
them  said  he  was  sent  to  Margaret  Ellis;  she 
then  inquired  if  Margaret  was  dead,  for  she 
knew  her  well;  and  he  answered  no,  but  that 
he  was  to  acquaint  her  with  what  the  Lord 
would  have  her  to  do. 

And  it  was  conjectured  that  as  both  the 
said  dreams  happened  in  one  night  it  seemed 
to  be  a confirmation  of  the  reality  of  the 
matter,  and  some  endeavors  being  used  there- 
upon, the  persons  who  were  in  fault  confessed, 
and  the  whole  affair  was  clearly  manifested, 
the  thing  set  in  a clear  light  and  put  an  end  to. 

And  in  the  course  of  my  life  I found  it  my 
place  among  Friends,  where  I was  concerned, 
to  transact  the  affairs  of  Truth  with  plainness 
and  uprightness,  without  partiality,  particu- 
larly in  Friends’  Meetings  of  business;  and 
when  on  a sick  bed  I examined  into  the  ac- 
count of  my  life  and  how  things  stood  with 
me  respecting  my  soul,  1 had  great  peace  of 
mind  when  I considered  that  I had  endeav- 
ored in  matters  of  discipline  to  act  therein 
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without  favor  or  affection;  which  practice  I 
would  earnestly  recommend  to  Friends  to 
pursue  that  they  also  may  have  peace  in  a 
trying  hour. 

I was,  in  that  sickness,  also,  which  was  very 
severe  upon  me, — very  desirous  of  knowing 
whether  I should  die  with  it  or  not;  at  which 
time  Fsaw,  as  it  were  in  a vision,  a clock  at 
the  foot  of  the  bed,  only  the  weights  of  it  were 
quite  run  down;  and  whilst  I was  musing  on 
it  I saw  a hand  come  and  wind  up  the  weights 
again,  for  the  clock  to  go  a longer  season, 
which  I took  to  be  a just  representation  of 
my  case,  and  accordingly  from  that  time  I 
mended,  and  grew  entirely  well. 

These  things,  and  many  more  too  tedious 
to  enumerate,  the  Lord  hath  been  pleased  to 
show  me,  and  if  people  will  but  be  faithful 
and  obedient  to  what  they  know  of  the  will 
and  mind  of  the  Lord,  they  shall  see  things 
clearer  than  they  do  and  know  that  miracles 
are  not  ceased. 

MARGARET  ELLIS. 

The  substance  of  the  foregoing  relation  of 
M.  E.  was  taken  down  from  her  own  mouth 
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in  a journey  from  London  into  Wales  and 
wrote  by  Richard  Partridge  in  the  year  1752. 


MEMORANDUM. 

The  foregoing  account  of  Margaret  Ellis 
was  copied  from  the  old  manuscript  of  Ann 
Emlen,  Junior.  In  the  Descriptive  Catalogue 
of  , rien(ls  Looks,  by  Joseph  Smith,  London, 
i867,  voJ.  i,  p.  562,  it  reads  as  follows:— 

" Ellis  — Margaret,  of  Dolobran , last  of 
Philadelphia. 

Concerning  the  dealings  of  the 
Lord  with  Margaret  Ellis  (from 
an  ancient  manuscript),  inserted 
in  “7 lie  Irish  Friend,”  vol.  iii, 

Page  93 > No.  12,  for  nth  mo.’ 
2d,  1840.” 

The  above  is  the  only  trace  of  Margaret 
Rlhs’  Journal  that  C.  C.  C.  has  been  able  to 
find  anywhere.  No  trace  of  it  was  found  in 
the  Philadelphia  or  Mercantile  Libraries,  nor 
m the  Libraries  of  Friends,  at  No.  304  Arch 
Street,  15th  and  Race  Streets  and  Main  St., 
Germantown.  The  foregoing  is  therefore, 
probably,  the  first  edition  of  it  published  in 
this  country.  C.  C.  C.,  9th  mo.  3,  1886. 


MARGARET  ELLIS. 


In  “A  Collection  of  Memorials  concerning 
deceased  Ministers  and  others  ot  the  People 
called  Quakers  in  Pennsylvania”  “to  the  year 
1787,”  printed  in  Philadelphia,  1787,  at  pages 
243  to  245,  is  to  be  found  as  follows  : 

‘‘A  Testimony  from  the  Quarterly  Meet- 
ing of  Philadelphia,  concerning  our  esteemed 
friend  Margaret  Ellis,  late  of  Radnor  meet- 
ing, deceased.” 

The  quotations  at  pages  243  and  244  clearly 
identify  her  with  the  Margaret  Ellis  whose 
Journal  is  herewith  printed. 

At  page  245,  the  Testimony  reads  as  fol- 
lows : “Being  taken  ill  in  Philadelphia.” 
“ She  died  the  13th  of  the  Eleventh  Month, 
1765,  in  a good  old  age;  her  body  was  carried 
to  our  Meeting  house  in  High  Street,  and 
after  a solid  Meeting  buried  the  15th,  in 
Friends’  graveyard.” 


ANTHONY  BENEZET 


TO  HIS  FRIEND 

ANN  EMLEN. 

1784. 


This  curious  and  interesting  old  manu- 
script, from  which  the  Lives  ot  Elizabeth 
Ashbridge  and  Margaret  Ellis  have  been 
taken,  is  contained  in  a book  about  10^ 
inches  long  by  8}4  inches  wide. 

At  the  beginning  are  85  pages  oi  printed 
matter, — didactic  poetry, — printed  London, 
1765,  followed  by  193  pages  of  manuscript. 

Of  the  manuscript,  the  first  13  pages  have 
matter  in  the  handwriting  of  Anthony  Benezet, 
none  of  which  appears  to  have  been  original 
with  him,  but  merely  the  writings  of  others 
that  he  has  copied;  the  most  ol  it  is  ol  an 
anti-slavery  character. 
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The  rest  of  the  hook  is  entirely  filled  with 
matter  in  the  handwriting  of  Ann  Emlen,  Jr. ; 
none  of  it  appears  to  have  been  original  with 
her,  except  her  short  account  (at  page  143") 
of  a dream  she  had,  which  is  dated  1st  mo. 
10th,  1787. 

Which  date  is  about  21  months  prior  to 
her  marriage  with  Warner  Mifflin,  on  the  9th 
of  10th  mo.,  17S8. 

These  pieces,  copied  by  A.  E.,  are  about 
50  in  number,  and  consist  of  Essays,  Letters, 
Visions,  etc. 

They  are  all  of  a religious  character  ; ap- 
parently intended  to  illustrate  the  peculiar 
views  of  the  Society  of  h riends,  though 
some  of  them,  as  the  Letters  of  Lock, 
Kelpius  and  others,  were  not  written  by 
members  of  the  Society. 


The  history  of  the  book  is  clearly  shown 
by  the  memoranda  found  within  it. 

It  appears  (as  a blank-book)  to  have  been 
“Sold  by  Benjamin  Kite,  No.  21  South 
Fourth  Street,  Philadelphia,”  to  Anthony 
Benezet  ; both  of  them  well  known  charac- 
ters in  the  Society  of  Friends. 
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On  the  title  page,  in  his  own  handwriting, 
it  reads  as  follows  : 

“Anthony  Benezet  to  his  friend  Ann 
Ernlen,  1784.’’ 

On  what  was  originally  the  inside  lining 
paper  of  the  cover  (now  converted  by  skilful 
rebinding  into  a fly  leaf  at  the  beginning  of  the 
book)  are  the  following  memoranda,  made  by 
the  several  owners: 

“Anthony  Benezet  to  his  friend  Ann  Em- 
len.”  This  was  written  by  his  own  hand; 
immediately  under  it,  in  her  handwriting,  is 
as  follows: 

‘ ‘ This  Present  is  gratefully  received  4th 
mo.  30th,  1784,  it  being  on  my  birth  Day, 
and  3 days  before  his  Decease. — A.  Ern- 
len,  Jr.’’ 

He  had  been  a school  teacher,  and  she  (at 
the  above  date  29  years  old)  had  been  one  of 
his  pupils. 

The  next  memorandum,  written  in  lead- 
pencil,  reads  as  follows  : 

“The  Possession  of  Ann  Emlen’s  Niece, 
Ann  E.  Pleasants,  Philadelphia,  March  23d, 
1828.” 

This  niece  of  Ann  Ernlen  was  a daughter 
of  her  brother,  Caleb  Emlen  and  Mary  (War- 
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dcr)  his  wife.  She  was  born  12th  mo.  9th 
1774;  married  Charles  Pleasants,  4th  mo. 
19th,  1796;  and  deceased  6th  mo.  29th, 

1S44. 

The  next  memorandum  reads  as  follows: 

“ Ann  P.  Frame,  Rec’d  from  her  Mother’s 
library,  Feb.  20th,  1S46.” 

Ann  E.  Pleasants,  daughter  of  Charles 
Pleasants  and  Ann  Emlen  his  wife,  was  born 
8th  mo.  1 6th,  1806,  at  No.  279  Market  St. 
(old  numbering).  She  married  Thomas  Leg- 
gett Frame,  of  New  York;  and  deceased  at 
Germantown,  Philadelphia,  8th  mo.  24th, 
1885.  She  was  interred  at  Flushing,  N.  Y. 

On  the  decease  of  Ann  P.  Frame,  the  book 
descended  to  her  daughter  Mary  Leggett 
Frame,  married  to  Francis  Cope  Williams,  of 
Germantown. 

Mary  Leggett  Williams,  the  present  owner 
of  the  book,  has  kindly  loaned  it  for  the 
purpose  of  having  some  extracts  printed. 

C.  C.  C. 

9th  mo.  29th,  1S86. 


- 1 6 (} 2 cPhuonAtr  o//,A*uj,  /fafnr^eJ#**  - 

CAtnti/i  tfi&  fptoovnai.fawn,  Afactlnnoiy;  /Acy  faoi’jl  Jr///rtA- 
he.vr-  if c/in  o n /on  *t* . yr/f.M  • /Ary  At  if  a'  in  A • «4/,'y  t\raon  - 
/: ! \Yif  t/nUn Htf'JPme • Of  tAttn  ‘IJJ  poAn, ^ArA^/tu^/iAo  Poot/l fatin 

JftnxOlf/l'hn/As,  ti'pj  tint/llj/oft/  if  /tlUK  • Aron  a 'hff/Oft  »/  fim’t* 

/in  ofi'b  counbtf;  hAc-  ffhff.V li,  f/,u  />,'ror„n:t  >nr//on  tfC/rfa 

Arnc/mt  till  Anm/Acrf/l /<*.'/  At  pi  A/e  1/0  A’  Aoif  • Af0n  ft,  Aw) 

ht(J,  eminent  Ana/i/uj,  6o//  h.tt.i/a,  S'.h  tft,  t Ae//.  ,A/c ' If /tt/m  ' 

Jte/tj  ,-refiKt/  & /Xc  fa/fA.'  of  .AftunAi/ / Aney  Ac//  /lop//  /A 'f , 
tetpAAoutwp  I At/ft'ocn,  /r/sSr  ’t/ot/  Aco/A  ./top  /AeApnuoSn  //of}  ' 
/ Ji/if  Ik  !7fff . Aon oae/ C/fa/Aet.,0 ficAjoi,  y /Arv/ltne 

Aioii  ,Jiirc ft  Aco/ //'•o/jimo  in  dijont)//  /ie:Ui  -yi/u &/*>/■>,  Me  • 

hurfJl-o/ On  ft:’ Ah sc/ ;h -A P./C  Ac ■ Alt  ffii  ,1  Af/to  /AWy  Af/fc  tjO/nv, 
On  of  (At  ,•  / //ftT.  Ctlnfppol  Mo  Ont-nu/ci  /r/s  At/  /t>/m  ,P(ilfaut-/ 
**:/'*?  A***/  AAc  Ao/Uf  o/a  AtV/oA  Amo  no/o/c  ^ Ao/or  .(AaA/nor, 

O’  ■ -f/icnt V (fa  Pop  yJ/iKnW.  in  H'/nf/ 9t'<  (nrp/  ■/ill/sA AAo / 

foAr  n'inp  IhO/fti’/ii't  Af/AuArnj , On  A/c  pA/fafaopoit/  P//As/kr 

hep  i O.x/'j  /An?  h'Au  r/i  A/c  l 'AAm  i<fA/tf'  Ap/ipAj  At.  ArtP*/  . 

fiet/i/t  ihj — /Ac  A'h/rn,  li/iAtArmr/j  ///£&,/& 

jayd/ofa  rtojitct-GT /Ac  tftA Air/A.nyi, no  /Ac  -Ana fa/ Aaj 
h ‘ • AAcjc/ht  if m /iom//iA imArA /Am.  Pm-  tA/ef/J^ 

i/liti/fic  POpn,/^,  ssCoAiJAJiaM/  q'/A^  ' • ■ * 


-'j  &'TfS7  *u/r 


‘ M/1L  <*f  «*><> at -/t/d/is  Qyh^^'f^CtJ 

and'  *^u'  a*u+’e*£-  • ManAon/s;  vnd,  /d£.  _ ^ 

/ V/yfUr,  fa  /A  j-nW.  tfatl/  -f//  Ty/Ac/jyinfa  PA/e,  /jAs~nW.  ,J  <t£- 

•So  At  ■yof/iT?s  m,  A / ,y  Aei,4m/Zh/  mtWs  *A  i+uss/.  £ ,yj 
" /A  n /,*M>(/,  'A-v  Thj  /’ 7//t  m i/fa  . art///  etfa/et-  tAt,  olmMn  <fa  tAil, 

pnrjtr r-n/itj  Aoel'nM-n/.  /t  not  a**Zp  /a  ,Af/jt^/'  cPo-a  otsSj/rPtA 


EXTRACT  OF  A LETTER 


FROM 

JOHN  KELPIUS 


TO 


ESTHER  PALMER. 


And  by  it  he  being  dead  yet  speaketh:  Heb.  xi,  4. 


PRINTED  FOR  C.  C.  C. 


BY 


PAUL  C.  STOCKHAUSEN, 
PHILADELPHIA, 

1886. 


EXTRACT  OF  A LETTER 


FROM 

JOHN  KELPIUS 

TO 

ESTHER  PALMER. 


About  the  year  1692  a number  of  pious 
learned  men  came  to  this  province  from  Ger- 
many, they  first  settled  near  Germantown, 
where  they  lived  in  a retired  exemplary  man- 
ner, some  of  them,  viz.,  John  Kelpius,  who 
came  from  Transylvania,  was  understood  to 
have  been  a person  of  note  in  his  own  country, 
who  retired  in  this  province  with  a view  of 
leading  an  humble  retired  life. 

He  appears  to  have  been  endowed  with 
eminent  qualities  both  natural  and  acquired. 

He  and  John  Seely  retired  to  the  banks  ol 
the  Schuylkill;  they  both  taught  the  neigh- 
boring children,  where  they  both  died,  Kel- 
pius in  1708  and  Seely  in  1750. 
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Conrad  Mather,  a person  of  the  same  dis- 
position, succeeded  Kelpius  in  a small  house 
situate  in  the  midst  of  an  orchard,  where  he 
lived  alone  thirty-two  years,  and  died  1750. 

Amongst  the  minutes  left  by  John  Kelpius 
we  find  the  copy  of  a letter  he  wrote  to  Ester 
Palmer,  a public  Friend  of  Long  Island,  in 
which  we  meet  with  the  following  instructive 
reflections  on  the  different  wilderness  states 
thro’  which  the  Almighty  leads  his  tried 
people,  viz. : 

The  barren  Wilderness  state  he  says  hath 
respect  to  the  old  birth,  even  as  the  fruitful 
has  to  the  new. 

These  two  run  parallel  until  the  first  dieth 
and  then  the  second*  is  set  at  liberty.  The 
first  is  begotten  in  Egypt,  and  there  arriveth  to 
its  manhood,  and  being  led  out  of  Egypt,  falls 
and  dieth  in  the  Wilderness.  The  second  is 
also  begotten  in  Egypt,  but  is  educated  and 
arriveth  to  its  manhood  in  the  Wilderness  and 
after  the  death  of  the  first  enters  Canaan. 

The  first  seeth  indeed  the  stretched  out 
arm  of  God  in  Egypt  as  well  as  in  the  Wilder- 


* Here  the  handwriting  of  A.  Benezet  ceases  ; 
probably  some  of  his  last. 
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ness  but  murmurs,  provokes  and  tempts  God 
and  limiteth  the  Holy  One  of  Israel,  always 
turning  back  with  its  heart  lusting  after  Egypt. 
The  second  seeth  God  and  its  life  is  preserved; 
its  face  being  always  turned  toward  Canaan, 
and  its  heart  with  Joshua  apd  Caleb  (Joshua 
signifieth  aid,  salvation;  Caleb  full  oi  heart 
courageous,  faithful),  stands  faithful  and  seeth 
the  salvation  of  God,  being  filled  with  the 
fervent  and  only  desire  of  attaining  the  same. 

The  first  is  in  continual  fear  of  death,  and 
what  he  feareth  cometh  upon  him.  (Num 
xiv,  28.)  The  second  is  undaunted  and 
liveth  (Num.  xiv,  30-31),  and  puts  his  feet 

upon  the  neck  of  his  enemy. 

The  second  deriveth  its  origin  from  the 
first,  and,  dying  to  this,  riseth  and  liveth  in 
God.  The  first,  when  he  dieth,  liveth  in  the 
second.  This  is  a great  mystery. 

The  second  liveth  under  Moses  as  well  as 
the  first,  as  long  as  Moses  liveth  (Gal.  iv,  1, 
Rom.  vii),  but  is  hid  inwardly;  hence  he  is 
called  the  inward  man  in  the  Tabernacle, 
from  which  he  never  departeth  (Ex.  xxxiii). 
But  when  Moses  dieth,  the  new  man  being 
arrived  now  to  his  manhood,  appears  irom 
his  inward  state  outwardly,  to  the  terror  of 
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his  enemies  < Cant,  iii,  6,  C.  viii,  5),  of  whose 
land  he  takcth  possession. 

In  the  fruitlul  wilderness,  the  soul  enjoys 
the  leading  cloud  by  day,  out  of  which  so 
many  drops  of  heavenly  dew  falls  on  us,  as  a 
baptism  of  grace. 

I his  is  a day  of  joy  and  triumph  when 
the  Holy  ( ihost  moves  and  stirreth  the  waters 
in  our  heart,  so  that  this  living  spring  dif- 
fuseth  itself  thro’  the  eve  in  sweet  and  joy- 
ful gush  of  tears.  Oh,  thou  blessed  water- 
baptism!  who  would  not  desire  to  be  baptised 
with  thee  every  day? 

But  there  followeth  a night  also  upon  this 
day,  wherein  nevertheless  the  pillar  of  fire 
is  our  guide,  refining  us  as  gold  in  the  fur- 
nace; which  is  the  baptism  of  fire  of  the 
Son;  which  is  indeed  terrible  to  the  old  birth, 
but  bright  and  light  to  the  new;  for  she 
learneth  by  this  to  be  resigned  and  say,  Not 
my  will,  O Father,  but  thine  be  done. 

Thus  our  tears  are  our  meat,  yea,  our 
manna,  not  only  by  day,  but  also  in  the 
darkest  night  ( Ps.  xxxxii,  3;  lxxx,  5.)  The 
most  bitter  myrrh,  which  consigneth  the  old 
man  to  his  grave,  hath  the  most  sweetest 
sweet  hid  in  herself;  for  the  tree  of  the  cross 
and  the  yoke  of  our  beloved  doth  but  sweeten 
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the  bitter  waters  of  affliction  and  sufferings 
in  Mara.  (Exo.  xv,  Matt.  xi. ) 

The  deepest  sorrow  contains  in  herself  the 
most  inward  joy  and  gladness.  (II  Cor. 
vi,  io.)  Darkness  is  like  the  Light.  (Ps. 
cxxxix,  12.)  To  die  in  this  pleasant  wilder- 
ness is  to  grow  lively;  poverty  maketh  rich; 
hunger  is  the  most  desirablest  meat;  and 
thirst  the  most  refreshing  nectar.  (Matt,  v, 
6.)  To  be  nothing,  is  to  be  deified.  (II  Pet. 
i,  4.)  To  have  nothing  is  to  enjoy  all.  (II 
Cor.  xii,  10. ) To  become  weak,  is  the  greatest 
strength.  Disquietness  is  the  surest  peace. 
(II  Cor.  vii,  10.)  No  work,  no  pain  doth 
tire;  lor  the  more  we  work  the  stronger  we 
grow.  (Gen.  xxxii,  24.)  And  yet  we  do 
experimentally  find  that  the  greatest  weak- 
ness hath  the  greatest  strength  hid  in  herself. 

Oh,  ever-blessed  Wilderness  ! thou  re- 
joicest  and  blossomest  as  a rose,  yea,  thou 
blossomest  abundantly  and  rejoicest  even  with 
joy  and  singing.  The  glory  of  Lebanon  is 
given  unto  thee  ; the  excellency  of  Carmel 
and  Sharon.  In  thee  we  see  the  glory  of  our 
Lord,  and  the  excellency  of  our  God.  In 
thee  our  weak  hands  are  strengthened,  and 
our  feeble  knees  confirmed  ( Esa.  xxxv,  1). 
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W ho  would  not  desire  to  be  a denizen  in 
thee?  Who  would  not  delight  to  trace  thy 
solitary  and  lonesome  walk  ? 

Oh!  ye  inhabitants  of  his  happy  desolation, 
bless  and  kiss  the  gentle  hand  of  that  divine 
Sophia  who  at  first  so  wittily  allured  you  in 
order  to  bring  you  into  the  wilderness  for  to 
speak  to  your  heart,  to  search  and  try  you. 
Do  not  forsake  her  until  she  hath  given  you 
from  hence  your  possession,  and  the  hinder- 
most  valley  lor  the  opening  of  your  under- 
standing (Hos.  ii,  14,  15.) 

This  valley,  or  hindermost  cavity,  leads 
into  the  consideration  of  a wilderness  of  a 
further  degree.  We  may  call  it  the  Wilder- 
ness of  the  Elect  of  God,  as  being  traced  but 
by  few,  and  those  the  peculiar  vessels  of  honor 
and  glory. 

I shall  bring  but  four  instances  of  this:  two 
out  of  the  Old  and  two  out  of  the  New  Tes- 
tament: 

1 he  first  is  Moses,  that  great  prophet  and 
mediator  between  God  and  the  Israel,  accord- 
ing to  the  flesh,  who  as  in  act  gives  us  to  un- 
derstand had  a revelation  whilst  he  was  yet 
in  the  court  of  Pharaoh,  that  he  should  deliver 
Israel  out  of  Egypt,  which  as  he  would  put 
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in  execution,  miscarried  in  the  enterprise, 
whereupon  he  fled  into  the  Wilderness, 
where  he  remained  40  years. 

What  he  did  there  is  nowhere  described, 
only  that  towards  the  end  oT  the  40  years  he 
led  his  flock  to  the  backside  (or  rather  to  the 
hindermost  desert)  and  there  the  Angel  of  the 
Lord  appeared  unto  him  out  of  a burning 
bush  in  order  to  send  him  in  ambassage  to 
King  Pharaoh  to  demand  his  people  for  the 
service  of  Jehovah. 

But  so  forward  as  Moses  was  at  the  first  to 
go,  when  he  had  got  only  an  intimation  or 
motion  or  impulse  of  what  he  was  some  time 
to  do,  without  any  express  commission  or 
credentials,  so  backward  was  he  now  to  go, 
when  he  got  express  orders  and  extraordinary 
credentials;  so  that  we  may  easily  find  what 
he  had  done  during  the  40  years  in  the  Wil- 
derness, having  the  two  extremes,  viz.,  his 
presumption  and  fervent  zeal  at  first;  in  which 
he  killed  the  Egyptian;  and  his  great  humility 
and  meekness,  at  last,  when  God  would  send 
him;  which  last  is  symbolically  typified  by 
his  leading  his  sheep  to  the  backside,  or 
deepest  of  the  Wilderness;  whereas  formerly, 
when  his  fiery  quality  was  not  yet  thoroughly 
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tinctured  and  metamorphosed  into  the  Lamb- 
like nature,  he  led  his  flock,  as  it  were,  but 
on  the  brim  and  foreside  of  the  Wilderness. 

The  next  instance  is  that  of  the  Prophet 
Elijah,  which  runs  in  many  things  parallel 
with  the  first. 

He  was  very  zealous,  and  had  slain  the 
Priests  ol  Baal,  as  Moses  had  the  Egyptian. 
1 hey  sought  his  life,  as  the  Egyptians  did 
Moses’s.  He  made  his  escape,  and  fled  in 
the  Wilderness,  as  Moses  did.  He  came  at 
last  into  the  hindermost  Wilderness,  to  the 
Mount  of  God,  Horeb,  the  very  same  where 
Moses  saw  the  vision.  Here  God  appeared 
unto  him  and  gave  him  a gentle  reprimand  as 
touching  his  zeal  and  presumption,  showing 
him  withal  that  the  great  and  strong  wind, 
and  the  earthquake,  and  the  fire  (wherein 
Elijah’s  ministry  had  consisted)  did  indeed 
go  before  the  Lord,  but  that  the  Lord  did 
not  dwell  therein,  but  in  the  still  setherial 
breathing  voice;  and  that  there  was  yet  7000 
left  beside  him  that  had  not  bowed  unto,  nor 
kissed  Baal,  though  they  were  hid  and  un- 
known to  him,  and  had  not  ministered  pub- 
licly with  storming,  quaking  and  burning 
jealousy,  as  he  had  done;  thereupon  being 
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commanded  to  substitute  another  in  his  room 
(viz.  to  edify,  whereas  hitherto  he  had  but 
destroyed)  he  was  soon  after  taken  up  into 
Heaven. 

This  Elijah  led  to  the  first  Witness,  in  the 
New  Testament,  John,  who  was  before  the 
Messiah,  who  was  also  in  the  Wilderness  till 
the  day  of  his  showing  unto  Israel,  in  the 
spirit  and  power  of  Elijah,  baptizing  with 
water  to  repentance,  as  the  first  Elijah  had 
baptized  with  fire  for  destruction. 

What  he  did  in  the  Wilderness  is  not  de- 
scribed; but,  by  what  hath  been  said  we  may 
safely  conclude  that  he  was  qualified  there 
for  his  so  great  a ministry.  That  God  also 
appeared  unto  him  there  appeareth  from  what 
he  saith  himself  (John  i,  33).  He  that  sent 
me  to  baptize,  the  same  said  unto  me. 

I will  not  draw  the  parallelism  any  farther, 
— only  add,  that  as  the  very  dead  bones  of 
him  who  succeeded  Elijah  raised  the  dead 
man,  so  he  who  succeeded  John,  by  his  death, 
became  the  Head,  the  Spring,  the  Principle 
and  Cause  of  Life  and  Resurrection  unto  all 
that  believed  in  him,  both  for  soul  and  body. 

This  is  the  last  and  greatest  Witness,  Jesus, 
the  Messiah  of  God,  our  God  and  Savioui, 


the  centre  of  all,  who  also  in  likeness  of  the 
first  lawgiver,  Moses,  was  40  days  (the  40 
years  of  Moses  being  thus  abridged)  in  the 
Wilderness  and  tempted  there  with  all  man- 
ner of  temptation,  though  without  sin,  wherein 
he  hath  the  only  prerogative  above  all  (Heb. 
iv,  15;  ii,  18  ) 

The  scripture,  indeed,  maketh  mention  of 
his  fiery  trials  (I  Pet.  iv,  12.)  but  nowhere 
sayeth  what  they  were.  They  cannot  be  de- 
scribed; it  is  only  experience  which  can  teach 
them  best. 

The  three  temptations  that  happened  at  the 
end  ol  the  40  days  (Matt,  iv.)  centre  in  this. 
If  he  was  the  Son  of  God  or  not;  which 
indeed  hath  more  to  say  than  is  commonly 
supposed,  the  very  ground  of  the  Christian 
religion  circling  therein  and  is  founded 
thereon,  as  appears  from  Matt,  xvi,  16.  John 
xi,  27.  I John  iv,  15.  Ch.  v,  5,*  and  is  the 


* This  Cfi.  v,  5,  means  not  Chronicles  v,  5,  but 
chapter  v,  5,  of  the  1st  of  John,  being  a continua- 
tion of  I John  iv,  5.  Chron.  v,  5 has  nothing  re- 
lating to  Jesus  the  Son  of  God.  But  I John  v,  5 
reads  thus:  “ Who  is  he  that  overcometh  the  world, 
but  he  that  believeth  that  Jesus  is  the  Son  of  God.” 
This  is  directly  to  the  point  at  issue. — C.  C.  C. 
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greatest  stumbling  block  to  the  Jews  (John 
xix,  7)  and  to  the  Turks,  the  latter  believing 
that  Jesus  the  Son  of  Mary  (as  they  style 
him  ) is  the  Word  of  God  incarnate,  and  that 
he  is  anointed  with  the  Holy  Ghost  above  all 
the  Prophets  and  above  Mahomet;  and  that 
he  is  to  be  the  judge  of  the  quick  and  dead, 
and  of  Mahomet  himself,  but  that  he  is  the 
Son  of  God  they  cannot  believe,  and  no 
wonder;  this  being  a mystery  surpassing  all 
human  and  angelic  understanding;  nor  is  it 
to  be  found  out  by  the  same,  it  depending 
solely  from  the  revelation  of  the  Father  like 
as  that  of  the  Father  depends  from  the  reve- 
lation of  the  Son. 

The  question  has  not  been  answered,  Why 
Jesus,  being  God,  became  man  and  died? 

The  Prophets  and  Patriarchs  have  been 
tempted  indeed  with  great  temptation,  but 
none  like  his,  none  of  the  nature  of  his,  they 
being  not  capable  of  the  same  as  being  the 
sons  of  God,  through  faith  in  him,  who,  being 
God,  was  to  be  made  man  (Ex.  iii,  14.) 

But  Jesus  has  past  this  fiery  ordeal.  He 
received  the  Almightiness  from  his  Father, 
whereof  he  made  no  bragging  ostentation, 
but  humbled  himself  unto  the  death,  even  the 
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death  of  the  cross,  styling  himself  at  this  side 
of  the  grave  only  the  Son  of  Man,  or  Man- 
kind, the  Greek  word  denoting  both  sexes. 

Though  he  was  the  Son  of  Man,  yet  God 
also,  by  the  resurrection  from  the  dead,  pow- 
erfully declares  him  to  be  his  Son.(Rom.  i,  4. 
Psli.  ii,  Act.)  exalting  him  above  all  lords, 
over  all  worlds,  visible  and  invisible,  both 
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this  and  that  which  is  to  come  (Eph.  i,  2; 
Phil,  vi,  11.)  from  these  and  many  more 
considerations  we  shall  find  what  a mighty 
thing  it  is  to  appear,  and  to  show  one’s  self 
to  the  Israel  of  God  as  immediately  called, 
chosen  and  sent  by  the  Lord.  Such  a one 
being  made,  as  Paul  saith,  a spectacle  to  the 
world,  to  angels,  and  to  men. 

And  what  good  reason  Moses  had  to  resist 
so  hard  when  God,  having  heard  the  cries 
and  prayers  of  his  people  who  were  in  bon- 
dage under  Paraoh  did  force,  as  it  were,  and 
thrust  or  cast  forth  [see  Matt,  ix,  38,  where 
it  should  have  been  rendered  thrust  or  cast 


J forth,  instead  of  sent  forth;]  and  what  a great 
presumption  it  is,  on  the  other  hand,  to  go 
forth  without  being  thus  duly  prepared  be- 
forehand; for  though  such  may  have  inspira- 
tions, revelations,  motions  and  the  like  ex- 
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traordinary  favors,  yea,  may  have  arrived  to 
the  very  manhood  in  Christ  (which  truly  is  a 
high  attainment),  yet  they  will  effect  and 
build  nothing,  but  only,  if  they  do  any  thing 
at  all,  destroy;  as  we  see  in  the  instances  of 
Moses  and  Elias  before  they  had  been  in  that 
Wilderness. 

Yea,  there  is  no  small  danger  of  loosing 
themselves  and  to  bruise  and  grind  that  good 
Seed,  which  was  not  designed  for  meat,  but 
for  increase;  not  to  be  sent  forth,  but  to  be 
kept  in  an  honest  and  good  heart. 

Such  are  indeed  with  child,  they  are  in  pain, 
but  (as  the  Scripture  saith,  Esa.  xxvi,  1 8,  and 
as  common  experience  witnesseth)  they  bring 
forth,  as  it  were,  but  wind;  they  make  no  de- 
liverance in  the  earth,  neither  do  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  world  fall.  Whereas,  if  they 
were  duly  prepared,  and  had  stood  the  fiery 
ordeal,  it  would  fare  with  them  as  is  expressed 
in  the  old  translation  ‘ ‘ Through  thy  fear,  O 
Lord,  we  have  conceived  and  have  been  in 
pain  of  birth,  and  have  brought  forth  the 
spirit  of  salvation;  which  salvation  we  have 
wrought  in  the  earth,  we  shall  not  fall,  but  all 
that  dwell  on  the  earth  shall  fall.  ’ ’ 
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JOHN  KELPIUS. 


The  Germantown  Telegraph  was  founded 
by  Philip  R.  Freas,  in  3 mo.  1830.  The  first 
ten  numbers  were  issued  under  the  title  of  the 
Village  Telegraph.  In  Vol.  I,  No.  2,  page 
3,  is  an  article  from  which  the  following  ex- 
tracts have  been  made : 

John  Kelpius,  the  Hermit,  was  a German, 
of  Sieburgen,  in  Transylvania,  of  an  eminent 
family.  He  came  to  this  country  in  1694  with 
John  Seelig,  Bernard  K uster,  Daniel  Falkner 
and  about  forty-two  others,  being  generally 
men  of  education,  to  devote  themselves  for 
piety’s  sake  to  a solitary  or  single  life.  They 
received  the  appellation  of  "Society  of  the 
Woman  in  the  Wilderness." 

In  1708  Kelpius,  who  was  regarded  as  their 
leader,  died  “in  the  midst  of  his  days.  ” (said 
to  be  thirty-five)  After  his  death  the  mem- 
bers began  to  fall  in  with  the  world  around 
them.  An  account  of  his  writings  in  Latin, 
Hebrew,  Greek,  German  and  English  is  given 
in  the  above  article,  manifesting  him  to  have 
been  a man  of  very  uncommon  learning  and 
abilities. — C.  C.  C.  12  mo.  2,  1886. 


